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The Prince congratulates a winner of the Anglia/ NHBC Design 
Awards, Richard Fraser of Westbury Homes. 


“Try life in a wheelchair” 


The Prince of Wales has 
thrown down the gauntlet to 
architects, builders and de- 
signers of housing who are 
unaware of the difficulties 


facing some 5.8 million dis- — 


abled people living in the 
community. “Try life in a 
wheelchair for a short time,” 
he said. 

They would experience 
switches out of reach, doors too 
narrow and heavy to open, taps 
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impossible to turn on — “things 
that cause rage and frustration to 
the wheelchair user. From the 
point of view of the individual 
affected, it is the house that may 
have the disability sometimes and 
not the person.” 

The prince was speaking at the 
presentation of new annual 
awards for house design 
instigated by his Advisory Group 
on Disability and the National 

continued on page 2 


Protest at 
Government 
U-turn 


Assurances not to means test dis- 
abled people’s home improve- 
ments have been abandoned, 
according to a new Government 
consultation paper for the Hous- 
ing Bill. This is “an incompre- 
hensible about turn,” says John 
Stanford, RADAR’s housing 
officer. 

A December 1987 consulta- 
tion paper read: “Disabled peo- 
ple will not be subject to a test of 
resources for adaptation work.” 

Then in January this year the 
Department of the Environment 
announced that grants for 
adaptations mould be based on 
tests of resources. The statement 
came in a paper, Renovation 
Grants: Proposed Test of Resources. 

Disability groups argue that 
since adaptations often make no 
difference to the value ofa house, 
this makes it harder to gain loans, 
and loans may also lead to long 
term financial obligations. 

David Prior at the Department 
of Environment admitted that the 
statement contradicted the ear- 
lier proposal, but said, “there is 
time and flexibility to examine all 
areas of the paper.” 


85p 


State saves 


£11 billion a 


year on caring 


People looking after disabled, sick or elderly friends and rela- 
tives are saving the state at least All billion and yet most of them 


get no help at all. 

This staggering figure comes 
from the sixth Family Policy Stu- 
dies Centre bulletin. It coincides 
with.A Nem Deal for Carers, a book 
from the Kings Fund which gives 
practical advice to policy makers 
in local health and social services 
departments on how to meet car- 
ers’ needs. 

The Family Policy Study Cen- 
tre estimates Britain has six mil- 
lion carers, mainly women, and 
1.4 million of these spend more 
than 20 hours on caring tasks 
each week. Annual public ex- 
penditure on community care is 
around £6 billion — informal car- 
ing saves the Governmentat least 
twice this sum. 

It based its figures on the two 
recent Office of Population, 
Censuses and Surveys (OPCS) 
reports on disability and the most 
up-to-date Audit Commission 
figures. 

Janice Robinson, director of 
Informal Caring Support at the 
King’s Fund, said: “We all know 
that carers are the backbone of 
community care but we are in 


grave danger of 
them.” 

To accompany the book the 
King’s Fund has published a 10- 
point plan for carers, which is a 
charter of their needs. This in- 
cludes an income for carers 
which does not stop them having 
a job or sharing care; recognition 
of carers’ own needs, emotional 
and practical; information about 
benefits and services, and ser- 
vices designed through consulta- 
tion with carers at all levels of 
planning. 

It is endorsed by six major 
voluntary agencies. 

Director of the Carers Nation- 
al Association, Jill Pitkeathley, 
said that of the 1.7 million carers 
living in the same house as the 
person they care for, two-thirds 
get no help whatsoever. 

Often the carers themselves 
are elderly and the type of help 
they get can greatly affect the 
quality of care they provide. 

Jill Pitkeathley quoted a letter 
from a 74-year-old woman who 

continued on page 2 


exploiting 


It is a year since Sir Roy Grif- 
fiths produced his report 
Community Care: Agenda for 
Action and still there has been 
no official Government re- 
sponse. 

The report proposed giving 
local authorities’ social services 
departments responsibility and 
resources for community care. 
But Government policy has been 
seeking to reduce the power of 
local authorities. 

It was rumoured that control 
for community care was to be put 
in the hands of the Family Practi- 
tioner Committees, a plan Sir 
Roy does not favour. 

Speaking at the press launch of 
the King’s Fund book on carers, 
he said: “Community care is not 
a medical problem. It is about 
getting out there and under- 
standing what is going on in indi- 
vidual households and this isn’t a 


Griffiths still optimistic 


role doctors have traditionally 
had.” 

Although it is still uncertain 
how and when the report will be 
implemented, Sir Roy said he is a 


“born optimist”. But Tessa 
Harding, of the National Council 
for Voluntary Organisation’s 
Community Care Project, said: 
“We are concerned that the 
NHS review (see page 2) makes 
the whole planning of services 
that much more difficult — it will 
fragment things more.” 
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Incontinence 
supplies 
inadequate 


Parents of children who are in- 
continent are being denied 
adequate provision, according to 
the Association of Continence 
Advisers. 

“Parents are often left unin- 
formed of what facilities they are 
entitled to, and the Government 
has been very woolly about the 
regulations,” said Helen White, 
a continence adviser in north east 
England. 

On average, 70 children per 
health area are incontinent, but 
standards of provision for them 
differ wildly between regions. 

In Bloomsbury, North Lon- 
don, there are four continence 
advisers running clinics and 
assessments for children. 

In neighbouring Hampstead, 
however, there is only one advis- 
er who sees no patients and deals 
mainly with stores and supplies. 

The Department of Health 
maintains that children who are 
registered disabled and are in 
full-time education are entitled 
to an adequate supply of equip- 
ment from their local health 
service. 

But Helen White stresses that 
this supply is infrequent and in- 
adequate. 

“There has been confusion 
between the health authority’s 
power to provide equipment, and 
parents’ entitlement to it.” 

“Tt’s often a matter of budget,” 
said Dorothy Mandelstam, 


chairman of the Association, 
“and some health authorities 
give incontinence a different 
priority.” 


and stability for 
the parent. 
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The 58 pupils of Linden-Bennett School, Hounslow are in the 


swim after the opening of a £246,000 hydro-therapy pool. The 
money was raised by parents, staff and local residents. Once the 
fund reached £160,000, Hounslow Council matched it pound for 
pound. All the pupils have severe learning difficulties. 


Another protest at GLAD 


Twenty-one people protesting 
that the Greater London Asso- 
ciation for Disabled People 
(GLAD) is unrepresentative of 
disabled people and that its em- 
ployment policy betrays those it 
claims to represent, disrupted a 
GLAD executive committee 
meeting in January. 

It was the second time in two 
months that protesters had 
gathered at GLAD’s Brixton 
headquarters; the first had been 
to complain about the appoint- 
ment of Neale Huggins as 
director. 

According to a spokesperson 
for the protesters: “Until GLAD 
are accountable to disabled Lon- 
doners and become part of the 
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disability movement, we will con- 
tinue to embarrass them at every 
opportunity.” 

At the committee confronta- 
tion GLAD chairman Cornel 
Siegruhn offered a further meet- 
ing. He later confirmed this in a 
letter, pointing out that under 
GLAD’s constitution, 51 per 
cent of the executive committee 
must be disabled. 

“We do recognise the need to 
represent fully all sections of the 
disability community and are 
committed to continuing our 
work in this area,” he said. He 
hoped that any areas of conflict 
would be resolved. 

The protesters say they will be 
meeting GLAD. 
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Mixed reactions to 
NHS White Paper 


The implications of the Govern- 
ment’s White Paper on the 
National Health Service, pub- 
lished last month, which aims to 
give patients “better choice’’, are 
mixed and uncertain for people 
with disabilities. 

The White Paper proposes, 
among other things, allowing 
GPs in large practices to become 
“budget holders” and buy hos- 
pital tests and operations from 
the NHS or private hospitals. It 
also puts controls on the amount 
of drugs GPs can prescribe. 

Any money doctors save can be 
ploughed back into their practice 
but overspending will lead to 
financial penalties. 

All this has led to fears that 
disabled, chronically sick and 
elderly people might find it hard 
to register with GPs because of 
the cost of their treatment. 

However, according to details 
leaked from a working party 
document on new rules for GPs, 
those who opt for budget control 
will not be able to refuse to take 
on disabled and elderly people. 

Phillipa Russell, principal 
officer of the Voluntary Council 
for Handicapped Children, re- 
mains doubtful: “Children who 


Winners 


Toby Churchill, featured in 
October’s DN for his portable 
writer, won a British Design 
Award in January this year. 

The SL1 Lightwriter is a small 
v-shaped plastic keyboard with 
two screens, for the writer and 
reader. It has been on the market 
for only ten months, but has 
already totted up sales of 280. 
This includes 40 overseas, main- 
ly to Scandinavia. . 


Prince tells architects 


continued from page 1 
House Building Council. 

Sponsored by Nationwide 
Anglia and the NHBC, the 
awards concentrate on the needs 
of the customer, aiming to im- 
prove new homes and encourage 
ideas which not only meet the 
needs of elderly and disabled 
people but make a home more 
convenient for everyone. 

In the first year security and 
accessibility have been empha- 
sised and for the coming year 
safety will be added. 

Entries were divided into four 
categories, depending on the 
number of dwellings built in a 
year. (Sites built specially for 
elderly or disabled people were 
not eligible.) 

From 133 entries, the winners 
were Westbury Homes (Hold- 
ings) with Bovis Homes runner- 
up, Cumbrian Industrials, Victor 
E Toogood, and a special prize to 
Ideal Homes London for a char- 
ter incorporating standards set by 
the awards. 

“Some house builders are 
sensitive and responsive to peo- 
ple’s fundamental needs,” com- 
mented Prince Charles. 

He believed: “These awards 
deserve widespread recognition 
and will be instrumental in set- 
ting standards for the future.” 


are disabled could find it hard to 
get on to a GP’s list because they 
are more expensive to treat.” 

At the time of going to press, 
the working party document had 
not been published officially. 

Another concern of disability 
organisations is that the White 
Paper makes no reference to Sir 
Roy Griffiths’ report on com- 
munity care. 

Even if the GPs _ budget 
scheme leads to quicker treat- 
ment by placing patients with 
another health authority, there is 
no indication in the White Paper ~ 
of how they will get the necessary 
backup resources after leaving 
hospital, eg repeat visits to con- 
sultants, or who will pay for 
transport. 

Brian Lamb of The Spastics 
Society said: ““The Government 
should be spending less time 
worrying about GPs prescribing 
habits and more time considering 
how to co-ordinate health ser- 
vices in the community.” 

At the moment the Govern- 
ment’s bill for residential place- 
ments is £1 billion and rising, so 
it could be cost effective for the 
Government to improve com- 
munity provision. 


The SLI costs a basic £392. 
But a new model with larger keys 
is due out later this year. 

Stand up the real Glynn Vernon, 
a video made by Vanson Wardle 
Productions for The Spastics 
Society, has won an IVCA 
(International Visual Communi- 
cations Association) education 
award. 

The association is mainly 
made up of corporate video mak- 
ers. Over 600 entries were sub- 
mitted. 


State saves £11 billion 


continued from page 1 

had cared for her husband, dou- 
bly incontinent and completely 
disabled after two strokes, for 12 
years. She wrote: “No-one ever 
told me how to get help. In the 
hospital it took three nurses to 
turn him but no-one ever asked 
me how I would cope. I do need 
someone to take a bit of notice of 
me sometimes. Carers are a for- 
gotten race.” 

“Service providers get taken 
over by a sort of paralysis when 
considering carers,” said Jill Pit- 
keathley, “which is not surprising 
given the numbers. But this a 
clear statement of what needs to 
be done. 

Ann Richardson, one of the 
book’s authors, said it is not in- 
tended as criticism of local health 
and social services departments 
but as a way of showing examples 
of pioneering work already being 
done around the country. 

GPs did come in for some cri- 
ticism at the launch, for not doing 
enough to refer carers to agen- 
cies who could help. 


A New Deal for Carers, £4.50, 
Book Sales, King’s Fund Centre, 
126 Albert Street, London NW1 
7NF. Carers Needs — a 10-point 
plan for Carers, 100 copies free on 
request until 31 August. 
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Law on mental handicap “hopeless” 


The law governing decision- 
making by or on behalf of people 
with mental handicaps is 
hopelessly confused and leaves 
dependent adults open to ex- 
ploitation and abuse. 

This is the view of the Law 
Society in a discussion document 
by its mental health sub- 
committee last month. 

It says the law allows only li- 
mited financial management on 
behalf of some mentally hand- 
icapped adults and, in some cir- 
cumstances, consent to medical 
treatment. 

But there is no provision for 
day-to-day decisions or for peo- 
ple with very different mental 
capacities. Where legislation ex- 
ists it is complicated, inflexible, 
piecemeal and, the committee 


says, widely ignored. 

The situation was highlighted 
recently by the case of a 35-year- 
old woman with a mental age of 
five whose mother wants to have 
her sterilised to prevent an un- 
wanted pregnancy. 

Three appeal court judges de- 
cided she could be legally steril- 
ised without her consent but at 
the time of going to press, a deci- 
sion from the House of Lords 
was still pending. 

The Law Society committee 
wants to see a recognition in law 
of the difference between those 
who are incompetent and men- 
tally incapable of making deci- 
sions, and vulnerable people who 
can make decisions but cannot 
put them into practice. 

This distinction has been par- 


tially recognised in the Disabled 
Persons Act 1986: local author- 
ities must recognise representa- 
tives appointed by disabled 
people. 

“Unfortunately,” the commit- 
tee says, “this provision has not 
yet been implemented, nor does 
it extend to other authorities 
which may have influence over 
the disabled person’s life.” 

Legal changes would need 
careful testing. The committee 
invites anyone concerned or 
working in this field to send in 
their views. 


Decision-making and Mental 
Incapacity: A Discussion Docu- 
ment, The Law Society’s Hall, 
113° Chancery Lane, London 
WC2A IPL. 


Wheelchair 
speed change 


The Department of Transport 
has just changed the speed reg- 
ulations for electric wheelchair 
users. 

A new class of chair will be in- 
troduced which will travel, as be- 
fore, at four miles an hour on 
pavements, but may go at eight 
miles an hour on roads. 

Junior minister Peter Bottom- 
ley, said: “The regulations have 
been drawn up after consultation 
with manufacturers, groups of 
disabled people, road safety and 
transport organisations and other 
interested parties.” 

The regulations also cover un- 
laden weight restrictions (not to 
exceed 150 kilogrammes), width 
(not to exceed 0.85 metres), 
lights, rear-view mirror, speed 
indicator and warning horn. 

Tim Shapley of the Joint 
Committee on Mobility for the 
Disabled said: “We’re all for the 
changes. It’s tedious to have to go 
at four miles an hour.” 

But he questioned the likely 
price of (non-compulsory) insur- 
ance for road-users. “I’ve heard 
figures of up to £150 a year, 
which seems a rip off to me.” 


New sports 
association 


“Our ultimate aim is to create an 
organisation comparable to the 
British Olympic Association,” 
said CP Sport’s Howard Bailey. 

He was speaking shortly after 
the British Paralympic Associa- 
tion’s inaugural meeting in Lon- 
don in February. 

“We are moving away from a 
disability-centred structure and 
towards a sports-centred one. 
Instead of having five or six orga- 
nisations working in different 
ways, we will identify national 
needs and potential.” 

Fifty-three delegates from dis- 
abled sports groups, national and 
government bodies attended the 
meeting, and all supported the 
Association’s aims: raising en- 
thusiasm for the next Paralympic 
games (Barcelona 1992), initiat- 
ing a Paralympic Day in the UK, 
and assisting participation in 
other sporting events. 

The next meeting will be 4 
March. 


If at first you don’t succeed 
... Keep trying 


A one-woman campaign to im- 
prove access at the National 
Maritime Museum in Green- 
wich has scored a first round vic- 
tory. 

Carolyn Lucas of South Lon- 
don, who uses a wheelchair, tried 
to visit the Armada exhibition at 
the NMM with her husband in 
June, but was turned away. 

She was told that a large part of 
the exhibition was on the inac- 
cessible first floor, aisles were 
narrow and some exhibits were at 
ground level. 

Not content with this, she 


wrote to Richard Ormond, direc-_ 


tor of the NMM; the Museum’s 
senior trustee, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh; the Museum’s funders; 
Pearson plc who sponsored the 
exhibition, and David Picton, 
leader of Greenwich Council. 

In reply, Richard Ormond said 
access for disabled people was 
subject to the extent of the 
crowds in the exhibition - and 
money for improvements. 

In August Carolyn Lucas de- 
cided to try and visit the Armada 
exhibition again but this time she 
rang beforehand. When she ar- 
rived she was only let in after 45 
minutes discussion. 

“After going around, I won- 
dered what all the fuss had been 
about. There were absolutely no 
problems at all getting around, 
apart from the stairs, of which I 
was already aware.” 

She wrote another letter of 
complaint and now her efforts 


seem to have paid off. The 
NMM’s trustees have insisted 
measures are taken to make all 
parts of the museum accessible. 
They have agreed to improve- 


AG 


“One person can change 
things.” 


ments in publicity, parking and 
toilet facilities and a lift will be 
installed by 1990. 

“The messages arising from 
this seem to be that taking issue 
with those at the top reaps di- 
vidends and that action by just 
one person can change things,” 
said Carolyn Lucas. 


Mutiny on the Bounty ts the next 
major exhibition at the museum, 
April-October. Nobody with disabi- 
lities will be turned away but people 
in wheelchairs are asked to avoid 
weekends and mid-day. Group par- 
ties are asked to phone in advance. 


Fan club on wheels 


Grimsby Town football club, 
currently languishing near the 
foot of the fourth division, boast 
the country’s only disabled away 
supporters club. 

Conceived nine years ago by 
Daphne Farquharson and her 
husband to help their disabled 
son see more matches, the club 
now has its own coach, and takes 
up to 30 fans to matches as far 
away as Torquay. 

“We've only missed nine 
matches in nine years,” says 
Daphne Farquharson, “and our 
members range from 16 to 76 
years old.” Now they are so well 
established, the Grimsby players 


will often come into their coach 
during motorway stops, and the 
atmosphere is “very friendly,” 
she says. 

Despite their lowly league per- 

formance this season, Grimsby 
have annihilated some first class 
opposition in cup fixtures, so the 
club may yet have the chance to 
go to Wembley. Access there is 
“limited,” said a spokesman, 
“but improvements are under- 
way.” 
* The Sports Minister Colin 
Moynihan has announced that 
disabled people will be exempt 
from the ID card scheme for 
football fans. 


Scientists in Berkshire are developing a “ 


various surface textures to alert blind people to traffic dangers. 
The £25,000 project, based at the Cranfield Institute of Technol- 
ogy, aims for a pattern which will not disrupt people with walk- 


ing difficulties or wheelchair users. 


THE OBSERVER 


Creative seeing success 


Gioya Steinke reports 

There has been a great break- 
through in opportunities for 
blind and partially sighted people 
to experience art and exhibitions, 
according to a report from the 
Creative Seeing Conference 
held in Cardiff this February. 

At least 850 museums have 
facilities for visually handicapped 
visitors, 600 have ten or more 
items that can be touched, 450 
have large print brochures, 60 
provide tapes and 30 print braille 
guides. 

The conference, run by Welsh 
Arts Council’s Dr Nick Pearson, 
attracted 65 delegates, with six 
speakers discussing — galleries, 
teaching, international aware- 
ness, exhibitions and “paintings 
to touch”. 

Gaynor Edwards, a painter 
and sculptor who has exhibited 
her touch paintings, talked of re- 
sponses from people who had 


“never thought of pictures be- 
fore, because there had been no 
point.” 

Increased awareness is being 


_ shown in other fields too. 


The Royal Academy has asked 
all entrants to this year’s summer 
show to indicate whether their 
exhibits may be touched. Live 
commentary in theatres giving 
details of action and staging is 
being tested, and many cathed- 
rals now have taped guides, tac- 
tile maps and small models. 

Many delegates said that they 
had learnt a great deal about 
seeing, not only in the recognised 
sense, but through understand- 
ing tunnel vision, for example. 

Dr Pearson summed up the 
conference’s attitude: 

“Many of the approaches that 
help visually impaired people 
appreciate better are the same 
approaches that enable everyone . 
to see and appreciate better.” 
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No more problems with stairs. Just sit 
on a Stannah stairlift, press the button 
and glide up and down in complete 
safety. Saves changing your house 
around or moving home. Easily 
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in nobody's way. Nationwide 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Extending Mobility 
Allowance 

An amendment submitted by the 
Mobility Allowance Campaign (a 
group of voluntary organisations) 
was moved by John Battle (Lab) 
at the committee stage of the So- 
cial Security Bill on 19 January. 

It aimed to extend mobility 
allowance to people with a mental 
handicap whose behaviour is un- 
predictable and to people who 
are both deaf and blind. 

Peter Thurnham (Con), sup- 
porting the amendment, said that 
in the light of cases produced by 
MENCAP and The Spastics 
Society, extra provision should 
be found to help people who have 
real problems in qualifying for 
the allowance. 

Minister for Social Security 
Nicholas Scott was sympathetic 
to the cause, but said it was com- 
plex. It would be best to “await 


the results of the OPCS survey 
and consider the matter compre- 
hensively against the background 
of other changes to benefits that 
we might make at that stage”. 

The amendment was with- 
drawn. 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


Reassurance for parents 
During the report stage of the 
Children’s Bill on 6 February, 
Lord Carter (Lab) moved an 
amendment to ensure that if one 
or both parents have a disability, 
this alone would not put the child 
“in need”. 

RADAR, he said, knows of 
disabled people who are afraid to 


have children in case they would 


be removed. 

He wanted Government 
assurance that disabled parents 
would be protected from in- 
appropriate intervention by child 
care agencies and that their right 
to be parents would be respected. 

The Lord Chancellor said: 
“There is no question of a child 
being held to be in need simply 
because his parent or, indeed, 
both parents, are disabled.” 

Lord Carter found the reply 
“extremely helpful” and with- 
drew his amendment. 

Kate Nash 


Social Worker (Service Development) 
£11,934-£13,497 


The Spastics Society is seeking a social worker with at least 2 years 
post-qualification experience to work with staff and service users, based at 
Kelvedon, Essex. 


You should have knowledge of, and interest in, the needs of people with 
disabilities, and may come from a residential or fieldwork background. 


Applications are particularly welcome from people with disabilities. 


For more information and an application form, please contact 
David Frettingham, Tel: (0376) 71260. 
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MICROTEC 
Winning BETT 


Janet Larcher reports 


Three features of the BETT 
(British Education and Training 
Technology) exhibition particu- 
larly caught my attention this 
year. First, the inclusion of 
equipment to support the 
teaching of craft, design and 
technology. Secondly, the large 
number of computer companies 
now actively competing for busi- 
ness in the education market. 
And thirdly, a robot called 
Roamer. 

The graphic capabilities of the 
Archimedes, Atari and Nimbus 
computers are highly impressive. 
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Some of their specific applica- 
tions are fascinating, eg weaving 
and music. 

With one exception, there are 
no peripherals or software for 
special needs on these compu- 
ters. Indeed, there is minimal 
specific educational software. 

It was therefore good to see 
familiar devices -— including 
keyboards, Micromike and 
switches controlling an IBM 
computer. 

At the moment there are only 
one or two programs available for 
those devices on IBM compati- 
bles. However, now that the 
MTECH board is available, it is 
hoped that appropriate software 
will be developed. 

While there were several new 
packages from established edu- 
cational software houses, there 
was nothing outstanding. Podd 
enthusiasts may be pleased to 
know that there is now a concept 
keyboard version available. 

“Roamer” arose from some 


careful market research by 
Valiant Technology Ltd. 
Teachers required a_ device 


whose movement in space could 
be controlled with a logo type 
language, but which worked in- 
dependently of a computer. 

The device also had to be 
equally attractive to boys and 
girls. From the comments that I 
heard in the crush around the 
stand, Roamer meets these re- 
quirements and is a winner. 


BIT 32, the company 
which makes Headstart 
equipment, has been given 


£500,000 by the Department of 
Training and Industry to see if 
brainwaves can be used to con- 
trol computers. They are looking 
for three controllable dimen- 
sions, which can be modified to 
move a cursor around a screen so 
as to select computer keys. 


Valiant Technology Ltd, Gulf 
House, 370 Old York Road, Wand- 
sworth, London SW18 1SP, tel: 
01-874 8747/874 9000. 


Correction. Carol Vella of 
Coventry Polytechnic points out 
that the survey and report of 
Computers and the Disabled, 
discussed last month, was a joint 
project with John Pickering and 
David Neilson of Warwick 
University. 


IN BRIEF 


Access to personal files 
Hard on the heels of the legal 
right to see medical records, (DN 
February) comes the Access to 
Personal Files Act 1987 which 
takes effect on 1 April. 

This will give individuals the 
right to see files kept on them by 
local authorities’ housing and so- 
cial services departments. Simi- 
lar regulations to allow parents 
the right to see their children’s 
education records are due to be 
published in February and will 
come into effect later this year. 


Crossing the road safely 
A new device to help blind and 
visually impaired people cross 
the road safely has been installed 
on a busy main road in Fareham, 
Hampshire. It is attached under 
the existing pelican crossing con- 
trol box and rotates when the 
“sreen man” lights up. By 
touching the device, people can 
feel whether it is safe to cross. 

The verdict of David Macdo- 
nald, 60, (below) who is blind: 
“Amazing, splendid. It’s a big 
step for independence.” 

It cost Hampshire County 
Council £2,000 to buy and in- 
stall. Invented at Nottingham 
University with Department of 
Transport backing, it is sold by 
Radix Systems of Winchester. 


Money for housing 

A project to provide housing for 
people with cerebral palsy, whose 
elderly parents are worried about 
their children’s future, needs to 
raise a further £50,000. 

The York and District Spas- 
tics Society has already raised 
£50,000. When it reaches 
£100,000, the Joseph Rowntree 
Memorial Trust will match it and 
donate another £100,000. 

The Society hopes to buy a six 
to eight bedroom house for short 
and long-term accommodation. 
It has 30 people with cp aged over 
40 among its members and a 
further 34 aged 30-40. Most of 
their parents are over 80. Anyone 
who can help should phone 
(0904) 414181 ext 283. 


RNIB there first 


The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind was the first charity to 
take advantage of free advertising 
offered by Rupert Murdoch’s 
satellite Sky Television channel, 
launched last month. 

The 30-second fundraising 
appeal was produced free for the 
RNIB by their agency Arc 
Advertising and Greystoke Pro- 
ductions. 
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“The social fund is here to stay,” 
according to Bill Taylor, Depart- 
ment of Social Security under- 
secretary for social policy. 

But is it really meeting the 
needs of people with disabilities? 

When it was launched a year 
ago in April the fund met a bar- 
rage of criticism because it re- 
placed supplementary benefit 
one-off payments for much- 
needed items, with discretionary, 
repayable loans. 

£201 million was allocated for 
the fund and then divided up: 
£141 million for loans and £60 
million for non-repayable com- 
munity care grants. The loans 
were divided up again into 
budgeting loans and crisis loans. 

To qualify for a budget loan or 
community care grant people 
have to be on income support. 
You don’t have to be on income 
support to qualify for a crisis loan 
but you must have no savings and 
no access to any other source of 
help. Loan repayments are de- 
ducted from weekly benefit. 

The Government’s criteria for 


the DSS has admitted one of the 
causes of low take-up of com- 
munity care grants has been poor 
publicity by his department. 

So far £500,000 has been been 
spent on social fund publicity. 
The size of next year’s publicity 
budget has yet to be decided. 

Nicholas Scott, Minister for 
Social Security and the Disabled, 
does expect social fund take-up 
to improve but does not expect 
the size of next year’s fund to be 
insufficient, because, he says, of 
the general fall in the numbers on 
income support. 

Under the old supplementary 
benefit system, the budget for 
one-off payments was not set. 
People who met certain require- 
ments were entitled to a payment. 
The social fund has a fixed yearly 
budget. 

Gary Craig says the social fund 
is about managing demand: 
“The Government has done this 
by very restrictive guidelines and 
very restrictive criteria for ap- 
plications.” 

There were legal regulations 


ANWAR MIRZA, 39, of South London has rheumatoid arthritis and 
lung problems after TB. He is in and out of hospital frequently for 
operations. His weekly income support is £46.70 including disability 
premium. He applied for a community care grant when he moved 
into a completely unfurnished council house last October. He was 
refused a grant and offered a budgeting loan instead of £377.99 fora 
bed, some bedding and a cooker, repayable at £5.01 per week. He 
finally got the loan in December. In the meantime he was sleeping 
on a mattress in a bare room with no curtains or carpet. After 
putting a lot of pressure on his local office and writing to his MP 
David Mellor, Mr Mirza found out in February that his loan has 
been changed into a community care grant and he has been given 
extra money to get a fridge, washing machine, curtains and a carpet. 
He was told the change of decision was to avoid him having to go into 
an institution. “I have suffered for five months and I’m not the only 
one. They just don’t reply, even to say yes or no, for months.” 


the new system were simplicity, 
targeting money where there was 
greatest need and “economic 
efficiency” or saving money. It 
seems to have fulfilled this third 
aim. 


Economic efficiency 
Gary Craig, research fellow at 
Bradford University’s School of 
Applied Social Studies, says in 
1986 the Government was 
spending around £400 million on 
one-off payments under the old 
supplementary benefit system. 

By March 1988 this sum had 
fallen to £190 million, as a result 
of Government cutbacks. 

In this financial year the 
budget for grants is £60 million 
.(with £141 million as repayable 
loans), a cut of £49 million, or 
£200 million compared to 1986. 

“That much need does not 
disappear overnight,” says Gary 
Craig. “The Government is not 
comparing like with like. There 
has been a massive drop in fund- 
ing.” 

Out of the £60 million allo- 
cated for community care grants, 
it looks as if around £30 million 
will not have been spent by April. 
Yet one in two applicants have 
been turned down. 

The Government has said the 
budget for the fund in 1989/90 
will be the same as the past year. 
This does not take into account 
inflation or the possibility of in- 
creased demand. Bill Taylor of 


laying down what people were 
entitled to under the old system. 
Now social fund officers make 
discretionary decisions, helped 
by guidelines. 

Virginia Alison, a research 
officer at The Spastics Society, 
says because officers are used to 
regulations they may tend to play 
on the safe side and interpret the 
guidelines too strictly. 

The Department of Social 
Security is now “clarifying the 
guidance in the social fund 
manual to lay more stress on the 
scope for flexible application”. 


Simplicity 

Another Government criterion 
for the social fund was that it 
should be easy to use. 

Ann Davis, lecturer in social 
work and social policy at Birm- 
ingham University, thinks bar- 
riers are built into the system 
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from the word go: “The huge 
forms, which are more like 
books, are off-putting.” 

Each DSS office has its own 
budget divided into 12 monthly 
budgets to meet anticipated de- 
mand. This could lead to diffe- 
rent decisions, in similar cir- 
cumstances, at different times in 
different areas, and even at diffe- 
rent times in the same area. 

Another complicating factor is 
that no payment can be made for 
the same item or service more 
than once every six months. If 
someone is really desperate, they 
may accept a loan because they 
cannot wait another six months to 
re-apply for a grant. 

Nicholas Scott says one of the 
main aims of bringing in income 
support was to give people a sum 
of money to manage for them- 
selves. 

But if people have to apply to 
the fund for basic needs, it im- 
plies the income support person- 
al allowance and premiums (dis- 
ability, severe disability and dis- 
abled child premiums) are set too 
low. 

An extra £60 million is going 
to disabled people under 60 
through the premiums in 1989/ 
90 —a rise of 65p and 90p a week 
in disability premium for indi- 
viduals and couples respectively. 


Targeting 

Perhaps the most controversial 
aspect of the fund is its “target- 
ing”. 

In the social fund guidelines 
for officers, different groups and 
different needs are given priority. 
The aim is to make sure money 
goes to people in a priority group 
with a priority need. 

For example, clothing and 


DAVID WHITTAM, 37, of North London, has diabetes, is blind in 
one eye, partially sighted in the other and needs dialysis three times 
aweek. Weekly income support for himself and his wife is £81.03. 
Before the benefits changes last April he got invalidity benefit 
topped up with supplementary benefit. He says he’s now worse off 
because his benefit is frozen and doesn’t keep up with inflation. 
Neither does his income support cover all the extra costs he incurs 
because of his disability — transport to the hospital, extra heating 
because people with diabetes feel the cold acutely, extra shoes 
because they have feet problems, and a special diet. Under the old 
supplementary benefit system he could get extra weekly allowances 
for heating and special diet and one-off payments for shoes. He 
cannot afford to go to the social fund for a loan: “Which bank 
manager would lend me money when I’m living under the poverty 
line? I cannot pay the money back, so there is no point in asking fora 


social fund loan.” 
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footwear are classified by the 
DSS as low priority. The max- 
imum grant for clothing and 
footwear combined is £150. 

Ginny Jenkins, clothing and 
footwear adviser at the Disabled 
Living Foundation, is worried 
that for people who destroy their 
clothes because of behavioural 
problems or parents of children 
with unusual ways of getting ab- 
out such as bottom shuffling, this 
will not be enough. 

She has not heard of anyone 
getting a loan for clothes. This 
suggests people simply go with- 
out. 

Community care grants are 
“to help applicants to live as in- 


The social fund one year on 


Geraldine Holden looks at its impact on disabled people 


somewhere. There will always be 
some who are only fractionally on 
the wrong side of it, and dis- 
appointment in those cases is in- 


_evitable, I’m afraid.” 


Research just published by 
Nottingham University’s Be- 
nefits Research Unit, called 
Empty Premises — Empty Promises, 
found that of 43 people leaving 
psychiatric care in Nottingham 
last year, 60 per cent were ex- 
cluded from the social fund. 

They conclude: “Unless suffi- 
cient cash help is available to 
allow people to equip their new 
homes to a safe and civilised 
standard, much of the expendi- 
ture involved in preparing people 


ROBERT & PATRICIA GUINEY, aged 57 and 42, live in Port Seton, 
East Lothian. Robert is blind, has arthritis, uses a wheelchair and is 
incontinent because of kidney trouble. Patricia has mobility 
problems after getting polio as a child. Robert worked for the Fire 
Brigade until a car crash forced him to resign. Their joint weekly 
income support is £96. After a £6 “Fuel Direct” deduction by the 
Department of Social Security for gas and £3.71 for a budgeting 
loan, they get only £86.29. The social fund loan was for a washing 
machine after their machine broke down. They applied fora 
community care grant for a combined washing machine/ 
tumbledrier. The local DSS officer thought the sum was “not 
unreasonable” but still refused because they were not in danger of 
going into care. He gave them a loan of £273. They appealed and in 
December got a letter from the social fund inspectorate overturning 
the local office decision. This January, seven months since their 
original application, the local DSS office wrote to say the original 
decision stands and they cannot have a grant. “What makes me 
really angry is the length of time they take to respond to letters.” 


Yet only people on income 
support are eligible to apply for 
community care grants or 
budgeting and crisis loans. 

This means that people com- 
ing out of long-term care, with 
mental handicaps or physical dis- 
abilities, receiving invalidity be- 
nefit cannot apply for a grant to 
help them buy furniture or ap- 
pliances. 

Ann Davis of Birmingham 
University says she knows of 
people leaving hospital who are 
only 20p better off than other 
people on income support, but 
this disqualifies them from ap- 
plying for a community care 
grant. 

Nicholas Scott says: “I 
appreciate the frustration of peo- 
ple who are unable to qualify for 
community care grants. 

“But a dividing line on where 
to give help has to be drawn 


for life in the community will be 
money down the drain.” 

The Government has recently 
funded research by York Uni- 
versity’s Social Policy Research 
Unit to find out if the social fund 
is meeting need. 


Apply now 
If you want to apply for a com- 
munity care grant, budgeting 
loan or crisis loan, you can get a 
form from your local social 
security office (address in the 
phone book). 

You are entitled to a form if 
you want one. 

If you don’t understand how to 
fill it in, you can get advice from 


your local Citizens Advice 
Bureau or Disabled Information 
Advice Line (DIAL). 


How the social fund works is 
explained in the current Disabil- 
ity Rights Handbook. 

Don’t be put off applying — 
itis your right. 
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Letters to the Editor 


| Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Left to cope alone 

In our own area of North Herts — 
and in many others — support 
groups for the blind and their 
families are non-existent. 

My mother was registered as 
part-sighted for 9 years and now, 
aged 87, is blind. Butin all that 
time she has received no 
counselling — official or 
unofficial. Neither have I (as her 
only helper) received any 
guidance on this. 

The only club for the blind in 
our town caters more for the 
younger fit blind, and only meets 
one evening a month in any case. 

I confess I feel that the local 
social services should try to do 
more for the elderly blind and 
part-sighted. Only twice have 
they visited my mother. When we 
first moved to this area in 1983, 
they fitted bath grips and 
arranged for Talking Books, and 
last year when she finally went 
blind they came with a list of 
information. 

If only there was a course for 
helping carers to cope with the 
increasing blindness of a loved 
one. 

Also I feel there should be a 
support group. They do exist, I 
know, but it seems to depend on 
where you live. 

Bel Bailey 
16 Runnalow 
Letchworth, North Herts 


The RNIB runs no courses for carers 
of blind people, but if there is a 
demand, they will consider 
arranging one. Interested carers 
should write to RNIB NMC, I The 
Square, 111 Broad Street, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 LAS 
— Editor. 


Applying the brakes 

I must just express my deep 
disapproval of the advertisement 
in your newspaper in January for 
the Winged Fellowship Trust — 
entitled “Break Free”. 

As a wheelchair user myself, I 
spend much of my time and 
energy trying to change attitudes 
so that a wheelchair is seen as a 
positive aid to mobility which 
should be accepted in any 
society. 

Many years of campaigning 
are destroyed by the image 
portrayed in this advertisement 
and surely if I booked a Winged 
Fellowship holiday, I would need 
to take my wheelchair with me? 
Linda Durnall 
Audley, Stoke on Trent 


Independent — thanks to 
British support 

Please can I put forward some 
positive and wonderful things 
that cp children in this country 
receive in the way of care and 
education. 

My son is 13 years, has no 
speech, and has to use a 
wheelchair all the time, but he 
has a busy and happy life. Last 
summer holiday he went from 
our home in Torquay with one of 
his pals ona walk to Paignton, 
had a good look around the shops 
and fair and returned quite safely 
via the busy roads and town 
centre. He’d spoken to any 
friends he met on the way, asked 
for anything he wanted in the 
shops, and chatted away to his 
friend. Pretty good, eh, and more 
than I could ever have dreamed 
possible. 

Martin’s “voice” is the very 
best money can buy. His Touch 


Martin Haywood talks to his father using his “magic voice”. 


Talker with a smooth talking chip 
can store hundreds of sentences, 
phrases, jokes and even sings. He 
can use it extremely well and 
everyone can understand what he 
says. 

The cash to buy this was raised 
by the Chudleigh police station 
who were sponsored in The 
Spastics Society jail-break from 
Dartmoor. He has been taught to 
use it by the speech therapist at 
his school, Dame Hannah 
Rogers, where he is a weekly 
boarder. 

His “legs” are the very best 
wheelchair we could find. I sent 
for information, worked out what 
Martin needed and then 
advertised for an electric 
wheelchair in DN. The second- 
hand Myra was just like new and 
it was half-price. 

You definitely cannot send a 
child out on his own ina chair 
that might tip, hasn’t got good 
brakes or doesn’t go up kerbs. 


HERALD EXPRESS 


Martin’s Myra also has hazard 
lights which he uses at all times 
he is on the roads. 

Learning road safety is vitally 
important. We’ve walked around 
the neighbourhood together ever 
since he was a baby, so he knows 
every road and turn for miles. 

The chair is insured too — only 
£18 a year. 

I’m fed up with hearing what’s 
not done for cp children in 
Britain. My son goes to the very 
best school and has the very best 
equipment to help him on his way 
to a successful future. 

So if your child isn’t off to 
Hungary for a year at enormous 
expense and disruption to family 
life, don’t despair! 

Finally, may I say a very big 
thank you to all the people who 
have helped Martin become the 
cheerful and independent boy he 
is today. 

Mrs Marion Haywood 
Torquay, Devon 


51 per cent of the Council 
should have cp 
Having attended The Spastics 
Society’s AGM, Valerie Lang’s 
views (Letters, DN January) 
come as no surprise. 

We totally disagree. 

Of course cp people should be 
members of the Executive 


f 


| 


Council, but their presence there © 


should not be a privilege, nor 
reserved for those with 
committee experience. The only 
qualification should be direct 
experience and knowledge of 
cerebral palsy. 

Surely the Society’s founding 
parents intended it to enable 
future generations of cp people 
to take over their own affairs — 


presumably including the Society _ 


itself. Therefore, it must be 
fundamental to the Society’s 
aims that cp people play the 
major part in governing its 
affairs. 

We do not disregard the role of 
parents, but an organisation truly 
accountable to those it claims to 
represent would have an 
Executive Council with at least a 
51 per cent majority of cp people, 
reflecting the various 
circumstances of the cp 
population. 

Furthermore, cp people would 
comprise the majority of the 
electorate. 

But in reality the Society is not 
accountable to us. Instead, we 
are referred to as “clients” —ie 
recipients, not providers. 

We emerged from the AGM 
discouraged — our 
disenfranchisement 
reconfirmed. Until the Society is 
truly ours, we think cp people will 
not be accepting the vice- 
chairman’s invitation. Her 
“controversial” views simply 
restate the status quo. 

Ruth Bailey 
Bob Findlay 
Chris Davies 
London NW1 


A change for 


the better! 


Next time you’re travelling across London and need to 
get from one Main Line terminal to another, try 
Carelink. It’s an hourly door-to-door bus service 
between stations with cheerful little red and yellow 
buses. They’re wheelchair accessible and they've got 
friendly patient drivers. 


Carelink is especially for people who find ordinary 
buses or the Underground difficult to manage (you 
might be carrying luggage, for example). And at 
Victoria and Euston Carelink becomes an air link, 
meeting up with the frequent Airbus services to and 
from Heathrow. These buses, too, are now wheelchair- 


accessible. 


For more information about these and other special 
facilities on London’s buses, Underground and 
Docklands Light Railway, call London Transport’s Unit 
for Disabled Passengers on 01-222 5600. Or write to 
the Unit at 55 Broadway, London SW1H OBD. DN3 
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Office politics 

We’re glad to see One in Four, 
BBC2’s disability programme, 
getting the status it deserves — an 
office on the fifth floor of tv 
centre in White City, alongside 
the chairman and managing 
director. Producer Christopher 
Hutchins says it’s for the 
wheelchairs, but we suspect 
otherwise, and confidently 
predict a bloodless coup before 
the year is out. 


Travel tribulation 

Tim Malpass of Nottingham had 
a bracing brush with bureaucracy 
recently, when he took a trip to 
Cardiffand London. British Rail 
were good enough to tell him 
how many steps would come 
between his wheelchair and the 
RAF museum at Hendon. 
Harrow Dial-a-Ride’s phone 
number was answered by 
someone from North London 
Gas. Harrow Social Services 
thought that Nottingham 
Information would be best. 
Finally, Camden Dial-a-Ride 
could only take bookings four 
days in advance, and then said 
they could only cater for 


“residents of the borough”. An 
older, wiser Tim Malpass opted 
in the end for a good old taxi ride. 


Chair nickers 

“Daredevil kids,” says The News 
of the World, “are stealing 
wheelchairs for dodgem races on 
steep hills.” Elevating it to the 
status of a “craze”, the doyen of 
investigative journalism adds that 
“more than 40” wheelchairs had 
been left ““as mangled wrecks” 
near Lincoln county hospital. 
Who could doubt that they had 
been on the spot to check their 
facts, or that the hospital now 
faces a “severe shortage” of 
chairs? The hospital themselves 
admit one chair has been 
damaged, and that 40 have gone 
in the past four years. 


Possum patrol 

Now for the story of an old lady 
and a burglar. The burglar crept 
stealthily into the old lady’s 
house, but not stealthily enough! 
Ina twinkling, she gave 
commands to all her Possum 
friends: curtains swished open 
and shut, doors slammed, the 
phone began to dial itself, the 
radio piped up, and the poor 
intruder fled in blind terror. 
Finally, the boys in blue turned 
up. They were amazed — how 
could this one wheelchair-using 


lady see off a robber? “I just set 
my Possum on them,” she said 
with a secret smile. 


Where Angels Dare 
Starring Ellen Wilkie and 
directed by Robert Palmer (no 
relation to the singer), Where 
Angels Dare is a new ten-minute 
video about adapted flats. 
Ellen plays Julia, a wheelchair 
user who is constantly thwarted 
by bureaucracy and 
thoughtlessness from living 
independently. She is left alone 
ina flat where the light switches 
are too high, the kitchen 
cupboards too tight and the 
bathroom unadapted. What’s 
more, the telephone is missing. 
She sets off, with help from well- 
meaning but patronising passers- 
by, to track down the culprits. 
“Take a seat,” suggests the first 
woman she visits. “You little 
people,” she continues, warming 
to her subject, “you'd be better 
off at home.” 
Forms must be completed, and 
Julia’s in the wrong office, and 
why doesn’t she see her social 
worker, and...wait for it...“‘you 
should have phoned us first!” 
£30 a month to statutory 
organisations, £20 a month to 
voluntary organisations from 
Choice, 152 Camden Road, London 
NW1 YHL, tel: 01-482 3687. 
David Nicholson 
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No access, no vote 


At the Association of Electoral Administrators’ 


conference in February, 200 delegates heard Brian Lamb 
argue for better access at polling stations and booths 

for disabled people, in time for the local county 
council elections in May. Here he summarises his case. 


Disabled people represent nine 
per cent or more of the electo- 


-rate, a sizeable chunk of the 
| population that politicians ignore 


at their peril. 

Yet many of them feel disen- 
franchised and alienated because 
they cannot reach polling stations 
or cannot vote if they get there. 

Just before the General Elec- 
tion in 1987, The Spastics Socie- 
ty interviewed 70 disabled people 
living in the community or in re- 
sidential centres in five repre- 
sentative constituencies: North 
West Durham, Greenwich, 
Kingston-on-Thames, Salford 
East and Surrey South West. 

Here are some of their experi- 
ences. 


@ A man did not vote at the local 
election although his political 
party sent a car to take him to the 
polling station: he could not get 
his wheelchair into the car. 


@ A woman had to be carried up 
a flight of steps in her wheelchair 
to get to the polling booth. 


@A man did not get a postal 
vote, although he was eligible, 
because he could not get to the 
doctor’s surgery and would not 
trouble the doctor to visit him 
just to sign the form. 


@ A man living in a residential 
unit for 42 years had never voted 
because he was told voting wasn’t 
for them. 


@A woman with cp said she 
was not registered to vote be- 
cause she could not get into the 
polling station and even if she 


could, 
pencil.” 


“T can’t even hold a 


Disabled people told us about 
the problems they faced getting to 
the polling station, getting into 
the polling booth and marking 
the ballot paper. 

They sometimes rejected a 
postal or proxy vote as an alterna- 
tive because it was too difficult to 
get the form signed by the doctor 
or because the form was felt to be 
discriminatory. 

Some disabled people were 
discouraged from voting by other 
people’s attitudes to their dis- 
ability and because in residential 
centres they felt the outside 
world had nothing to do with 
them. 


Our proposals 

As a result of these problems we 
wrote to over 100 local author- 
ities and electoral registration 
officers asking them to improve 
the situation. In particular: en- 
sure that all polling booths and 
polling stations were accessible; 
provide a free travel service to 
polling stations similar to Dial-a- 
Ride; and allow residents in 
mental handicap hospitals to use 
their hospital as the place of resi- 
dence for electoral registration. 


The response from over 50 _ 


local authorities has been en- 
couraging. Many wrote back with 
innovative ideas. 

Runnymede Borough Council 
promised to review all the sites it 
uses and lay down minimum 
standards. It is inviting any 


COULD YOU FOSTER LOUISE? 


Louise says, ‘“‘I have strawberry blonde hair and greeny blue eyes. I like fun 
fairs, parties, going out at weekends, make-up, children’s films, and playing 
with children of any age. | can eat and drink for myself but | need help with 
dressing, washing, and toiletting because | am in a wheelchair. Once people 
get to know me and learn how to cope with looking after me they realise 
that it is not too difficult. | get on with people easily and | would like to live 


ina big family”. 


Louise is a bright sociable | 3 year old white girl. She is wheelchair 
dependent asa result of cerebral palsy. She is not able to live at home but 
has a large family —mum, brothers, and sisters — with whom it is very 
important for her to keep in touch. At the moment she goes to boarding 
school, but will be with her foster parents during the holidays and 
sometimes for weekends. Before things broke down at home, she was at a 
day special school, and would like to be able to go to day school again. 


We can pay generous fostering allowances if we find the right family for 
Louise. If you live within travelling distance of Islington, and there is space 
in your family for a lively wheelchair dependent teenager, we would like to 
hear from you. 


Please contact: 


Graham Meagan or Andrew Wilkes 
at our Special Services Team, 

166 Upper Street, London NI. 
Telephone: 01-936 7640. 


Islington Council 
Social Services Department 


disabled elector to air problems 
they have encountered with elec- 
toral officers; the invitation is 
being circulated with the elector- 
al registration form. 

Runnymede is also consider- 
ing more formal contact with all 
known establishments caring for 
disabled people to ensure they 
are fully aware of their rights. 


Spending money 

Rochdale Council is spending 
£10,000 (half of it a grant from 
the Treasury) to ensure that all 
election sites will be accessible 
for disabled voters. Tape and 
braille versions of the voting form 
will be available. 

A major complaint from local 
authorities has been the scope of 
the Treasury grant, which is only 
for temporary ramping and not to 
make a building accessible per- 
manently. Some officers believe 
that temporary ramps are a 
potential hazard as they are often 
difficult to keep in place. 

Many local authorities sup- 
ported a free travel scheme but 
thought a change in legislation 
might be needed. 

The evidence we have col- 
lected has been passed to the 
Home Office and used to argue 
for improved procedures for reg- 
istration officers. 

We would still like to hear 
from disabled people about their 
recent experiences to swell the 
evidence. 


G-MEX CENTRE 


MANCHESTER 


a sare ntation a ‘the errr Act 1985, intro- 


s designate as 
ling poe sd toe promise which: are access- _ 


po 
| ible to disabled electors. The Act also enabled physic- | 
ally incapacitated electors to vote by proxy, as an oe 
native to voting by post, for an indefinite period. . 
Douglas Hogg, Under Secretary of State for Home eee 


These are your rights 
Access to polling booths. Sec- 
tion 18 of the Representation of 
the People Act 1983, amended in 
1985, places a particular obliga- 
tion on district and London 
borough councils, so far as is 
reasonable and practicable, to 
designate as polling stations only 
places which are accessible. 

Home Office guidance to re- 
turning officers says that their 
long-term objective should be to 
have polling stations which are all 
capable of easy access by dis- 
abled people and that the Treas- 
ury will provide grants towards 
the cost of portable ramps to 
make buildings accessible. 


Help with voting. A voter who is 
blind or otherwise prevented by 
physical incapacity from voting in 
the usual way can have his or her 
ballot paper marked by the pres- 
iding officer at the polling station 
or may vote with the assistance of 
a companion. 


Postal votes. An elector who 
cannot reasonably be expected to 
go to the polling station in person 
or vote unaided owing to blind- 
ness or physical incapacity may 
apply to vote by post or proxy for 
an indefinite period. 

The application must be 
attested by a GP, Christian Sci- 
ence practitioner or registered 
first level nurse. People living in 


residential care or local authority 


EQUI 
HOM 


25 October 1987 


homes or sheltered accommoda- 
tion may have their application 
attested by the person in charge. 

Applicants registered blind or 
receiving mobility allowance do 
not have to have their applica- 
tions attested. 

Applications for postal votes 
are made on form RPF7B, avail- 
able from the electoral registra- 
tion officer or a local political 
party association. 


Voting in mental illness and 
mental handicap hospitals. 
Voluntary patients may vote, sub- 
ject to certain restrictions. 

To register, they must com- 
plete a complex “patient’s dec- 
laration” (form RPF35) with very 
little help, attested by a member 
of the hospital staff authorised by 
the hospital managers. 

Mental illness and mental 
handicap hospitals cannot be 
given as a place of residence for 
voting purposes. An address 
must be given where the person 
would be living or formerly lived. 

If they cannot vote in person at 
the polling station using the 
address at which they are reg- 
istered, they can apply to vote by 
post or proxy, using form RPF9, 
but a separate application must 
be made for each election. 


Brian Lamb is The Spastics Socie- 
ty’s lobbyist. Part 3 of his series on 
parliamentary procedure has had to 
be held over again, because of lack of 
space. 


ENGLAND - 24-26 MAY 


Largest ever @ Professional Day © Easy access from all over the UK 
@ FREE entry ®@ FREE catalogue ® Special arrangements for 


disabled drivers/passengers. 


FURTHER DETAILS NOW AVAILABLE FROM: NAIDEX CONVENTIONS LTD 


90 CALVERLEY ROAD - TUNBRIDGE WELLS - KENT TN] 2UN - ENGLAND 
TELEPHONE: 0892 44027 TELEX: 95604 MEPNCL G. FAX: 0892 41023 
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YOUR PROTECTION 


WHEN YOU INVEST IN AN ATLAS WELFARE 
COVERSION YOU GET... 


he 
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PROTECTION against fire. Atlas guarantee 
the use of fire retardent materials in all 
conversions 


PROTECTION against possible passenger 
injury. The frame, sides and roof of an Atlas 
conversion are specially strengthened 


PROTECTION against noise, All models are 
fitted with sound insulation 


} $¢ais/o wheelchairs 
ae | ae : pies, 


PROTECTION against uncomfortable | 
journeys. All models have full interior executive 
trim and reclining moquette seats as options - 


Unlike some, Atlas conversions have ope 
windows — no more claustrophob. 


Cg 


| 


For a long time incontinence, the 
loss of voluntary control of the 
bladder or bowel, has beena 

taboo subject. Atleast attitudes 

are changing — we have even had 
the first TV adverts for pads and 
pants, unthinkable a decade ago. 

Incontinence affects over 2 

million men and women of all 

_ ages in the UK, and is by no 
means confined to people witha 
disability. 

Less than one in ten sufferers 

_ seek medical help. Some are too 

embarrassed; others accept it as 

_ inevitable with age or disability 
and wrongly assume that nothing 
can be done. 

Unfortunately those who do 

tell a doctor often receive 
reassurance rather than practical 
help. 

This is no longer good enough 
—for most people something can 
now be done to cure or improve 
incontinence, and even if it 
persists good management 
enables a normal life-style. 

Continence is a complex skill. 
Western society has strict, if 
arbitrary, rules on acceptable 
toilet behaviour. 

Weall have to pass urine and 
faeces. It is the when, where and 
how which defines who is 
“continent” and who 
“incontinent”. Behind a hedge in 
arural lay-by is fine, but behinda 
pillar-box in the High Street may 
get you arrested! 

To be continent one needs the 
mental ability to know whatis 
acceptable, the physical ability to 
get toa lavatory and an 
environment which allows access 
(even the most agile find 
aeroplane loos tricky). 

The bladder and bowel must 
also be under voluntary control 
and there are many possible 
causes of problems. 


Finding the cause 


Incontinence never “just 
happens’’, so the first priority is 
to find the cause. 

__ Diagnosis of the particular 
bladder or bowel problem and 
assessment of how disability 
affects continence is best done at 
a specialist unit (often called a 
Continence or Urodynamic 
Clinic). 

Even those who were once told 
nothing could be done should be 
re-investigated at intervals as it 
may no longer be true. 
Unfortunately specialist 
investigations are not yet 
available everywhere, but most 
people can be referred if willing 
to travel. The MS Society 
information pack tells you how to 

find your local specialist 
continence advisor. (See list 
below). 


Treatments 


Everyone should start with 
optimism and aim for a cure in 


Norton has 
been 
Continence 
Adviser at the 


Bloomsbury 

Health 

Authority and the DLF. Her 
book, Nursing for Continence, is 
being reprinted by the 
publishers Beaconsfield. 


Incontinence affects over 2 million men and women of all ages in th 


e UK. 
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Break the old taboo 


by Christine Norton 


the first instance. Treatment will 
depend on the cause, but might 
include: | 

@ Pelvic floor exercises. All 
women should learn these. The 
diagram (see right) shows the 
pelvic floor muscle which 
normally holds the bladder and 
bowel outlets shut. If weakened 
(eg after childbirth), there may be 
leakage when you cough or 
exercise. Women should practice 
stopping the flow when passing 
urine, and then perform the same 
action of pulling up these internal 
muscles, hold for a count of five, 
then relax, regularly throughout 
the day. 


“For most people 
something can now 
be done to cure 

or improve 
incontinence” 


@ Bladder training. Those with 
urgency who cannot reach the 
lavatory in time should keep a 
record of how often urine is 
passed and then practice 
“hanging on’, to gradually 
extend the interval between visits 
to the lavatory. This takes 
tremendous willpower, but 
urgency really does decrease over 
a period of weeks. 
eSelf-catheterisation. This 
may be the answer for a bladder 
which never empties properly 
and “overflows”. A simple plastic 
catheter (tube) is inserted into 
the bladder outlet to drain off 
urine, usually several times each 
day. Most people can manage 
this with practice, although a few 
may need a carer to help. Self- 
catheterisation must only be used 
on medical advice. 

@ Medical. Incontinence may 
never become as glamorous as 
heart transplants, but at last there 
is some high-powered research. 
There is even an International 
Continence Society. 

Allsorts of drug and surgical 
treatments have been developed, 
although it is not yet possible to 
completely cure all types of 
leakage. 

There are even artificial 
sphincters and implantable 
electrical devices for those who 
need (and want) them. 


Living with 
incontinence 

As yet we do not have the 
knowledge or enough specialist 
centres to cure everyone. But 
being incontinent need not 
prevent you having a full and 
active life, ifit is managed 
effectively. 

@ Equipment. Companies have 
at last realised how many people 
are incontinent and products are 
launched almost weekly. 

Equipment for men, and 
catheters, are nearly all available 
on prescription and so there is a 
wide choice, uniformly across the 
country (providing you know 
what to ask for). Recent 
developments include self- 
adhesive penile sheaths and 
sheaths with applicators. 

People who need pads and 
pants (mostly women) or bed 
protection have less choice as 
each health authority decides 
what it will provide and some 
stock few types, ration quantity 
and have no delivery service. 

Many people end up buying 
their own pads, either entirely, or 
to supplement inadequate health 
service provision. 

It is always worth finding out 
who controls the supplies (often 
the senior nurse for community 
services) as some areas have 
facilities for special orders if 


Association of Continence 
Advisors (ACA) can put you in 
touch with your nearest specialist 
nurse continence advisor c/o The 
Disabled Living Foundation, 380- 
384 Harrow Road, London W9 
2HU, tel: 01-289 6111. 
Disabled Living Foundation 
Incontinence Advisory 
Service, has many leaflets on 
various aspects of incontinence (send 
SAE for pricelist). Address above. 
Enuresis Resource and 
Information Centre (ERIC), 
which advises on childhood 
bedwetting for parents and 
professionals, has a booklet and a 
subscription newsletter. Send large 
SAE with 22p stamp to 65 St 
Michaels Hill, Bristol BS2 8DZ, 
tel: (0272) 264920. 


stock items are unsuitable. 

Where supplies are 
inadequate it is difficult to press 
for improvements because there 
is no standard provision across 
the country. 

Recent advances in absorbents 
include re-usable items eg 
Duoferm pants with waterproof 
absorbent gusset made by 
Ganmil, which look like M&S 


pa ey 


RECTUM 
PELVIC FLOOR 


All women should learn pelvic 
floor exercises. BOEHRINGER INGLEHEIM 


knickers, and disposables with 
superabsorbent qualities 
(expensive but much less bulky) 
eg the Conveen Stay-Dry pad. 
eServices. Again, these vary 
greatly between areas. Most 
health authority disabled 


Information and further reading 


The Multiple Sclerosis 
Society has a free information pack 
with lots of useful information. 25 
Effie Road, Fulham, London SW6 
IEE, tel: 01-381 4022. 
Northern Continence 


financial benefits and services for 
people with incontinence. Send A4 
SAE to The Dene Centre, Castles 
Farm Road, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 1PH, tel: 091-284 0480. 
“Incontinence” by 7 Blannin & 
R Feneley (Churchill Livingstone 
Patient Handbook issue price 
£3.95) 1984. Simple description of 
causes and solutions. 

“Managing Incontinence” by 
C Gartley (Souvenir Press £8.95) 
1988. Adaptation of an American 


experiences of incoherent people. 
“Understanding 
Incontinence” by D Mandelstam 
1989. (Chapman and Hall £5.95 
inc p&p from Disabled Living 
Foundation). New edition of an old 
Advisory Service has a booklet on favourite which gives clear, simple 
advice and information. 
“Overcoming Urinary 
Incontinence” by R Millard 
1987. (Thorsons Publishing Group 
£4.99). By an Australian urologist, 
it outlines in detail a 3-month self- 
help programme for pelvic floor 
exercises and bladder training. 
“Incontinence and 
Inappropriate Urinating” by G 
Stokes 1987 (Winslow Press 
£6.95). Written for the carers of 
confused, elderly, incontinent 

book drawing largely on the personal _ people. 


nursing services can provide help 
with bathing and daily washing. 
Some also have laundry services, 
linen loan, collection of 
disposables and loan of 
equipment (such as commodes, 
chemical toilets and urinals). 
Some financial assistance may 
also be available (see Northern 
Continence Advisory Service leaflet 
below). 

@ Personal care. Good skin 
care, with regular washing and 
gentle drying are important. Itis 
best to use simple, unscented 
soaps and creams. 

Older women with sore genital 
skin may need hormone 
replacement therapy (ask your 
GP). 

Most incontinent people don’t 
have a detectable odour, 
although this is an 
understandable and common 
fear. Prompt changing and 
keeping soiled items in an airtight 
bucket or bin liner minimises any 
problem, and there are 
deodorants on prescription. 

It is most important to avoid 
constipation. Nor should you 
restrict fluid intake (although 
certain drinks may irritate some 
bladders eg alcohol, coffee, cola). 
Sexual relationships. Some 
people feel that incontinence 
precludes sexual involvement — 
they feel unattractive and cannot 
imagine a partner tolerating wet 
beds or leakage during 
intercourse or at orgasm. 

However, others have found 
that a loving partner accepts the 
problem —it may even become a 
source of humour. Mutual 
showering or washing can 
become a natural part of 
lovemaking. 

Washable, absorbent 
drawsheets are now made which 
feel like normal sheets (and don’t 
rustle). 


How about a 
self-help group? 


Incontinence #s a problem, for 
the sufferer and often for the 
whole family. Butitis no longer 
necessary to just accept it without 
trying for a cure. 

While treatment and services 
are not yet universally available, 
professional and public attitudes 
are changing, 

Maybe the next step should be 
to set up a self-help organisation 
(like those in America and 
Sweden) to press for an 
improved deal for incontinent 
people. 
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After ILEA: what will there be in London for 


London boroughs taking 
over from ILEA in 1990 
must submit their final 
plans to the Education 
Secretary by 28 


-February. But there is 
still time to influence 
the decision makers, 
argue Penny Juneidi and 
Tony Smythe. 


‘«<Our daughter has 
educational needs which 
could not be met in 

a mainstream school as 
currently organised’’ 


by Penny Juneidi 

Whether supporting integration 
or segregation, most parents of 
children with special educational 
needs recognise that the Inner 
London Education Authority has 


tried very hard to provide a high 
quality special needs education 
service in special and mainstream 
schools. Its break-up is, there- 
fore, of great concern to us. 
However, many of us feel 
deeply disillusioned with an Au- 
thority which adopts the ideal of 
offering equal educational 
opportunities for all, yet cannot 
provide sufficient support for 
statemented children within 
mainstream schools — or only 


offers integration to the most 
able children with special educa- 
tional needs. 

A fundamental weakness has 
been that they have been fitted 
into a largely unchanged educa- 
tion service, which was designed 
for “normal” children. 

Additional teaching and non- 
teaching support has been 
offered, but on a part-time basis 
by peripatetic teaching staff or by 
an ever-diminishing pool of 


NO OTHER ORTHOPAEDIC 
-FOOTWEAR RANGE SO 
CAREFULLY INCORPORATES 

_, FASHION AND OFFERS 


Boot with Velcro 
fastening 


SUCH A CHOICE. | 


Boot with flaps 


For further information, complete 
the coupon and send to: Camp 
Limited, FREEPOST, Northgate 
House, Staple Gardens, Winchester 
SOZ3. SST 


ee an eS Le Ee 


Neo 


Name 


LJ Please send sales literature and price list 


Position 


Hospital/Practice 


Address 


Tel: 


CJ Please arrange for a sales call. 


school-based special needs sup- 
port staff. 

In practice, it means that these 
children receive little or in-| 
adequate support for the majority 
of their time in school, more 
often than not from teaching staff 
who have not got the trained skill 
to deal with their difficulties. 

Our daughter, Tala, has edu- 
cational needs which could not | 
be met in a mainstream school as 
they are currently organised in 
ILEA. She attends Meadway 
special school for children with 
moderate learning difficulties in 
Wandsworth. : 

However, ILEA has been car-* 
rying out a consultation on the 
re-organisation of special 
schools and _ proposed _ that 
Meadway should be amalga-_ 
mated into two Wandsworth 
MLD special schools. 

Meadway has issued a propos- 
al for the development of MLD 
provision in Wandsworth, which 
recommends that Meadway and 
Wycliffe schools remain as MLD 
all-age special schools, but that 
they develop their facilities to be- 
come resource centres support- 
ing the 20 per cent un- 
statemented children in main-— 
stream schools. | 

Everyone connected with 
Meadway believed that [LEA 
had the power to close the school - 
by this summer term. But it is 
now emerging that the future of 
special schools in ILEA will be 
decided by ILEA’s successor, the 
Inner City Boroughs. 

ILEA has justified the closure 
of special schools like Meadway 
by claiming that it has to save 
money because of Government 
cut-backs. 

If ILEA really has insufficient 
funds for special needs children, 
what will be the position of the 
Inner City Boroughs in 1990, 
which include some of the 
poorest boroughs in the country? 

Promises from the boroughs 
abound in their draft education 
plans, but details of finance for | 
support are totally insufficient 
and only serve to re-inforce our 
concerns as parents that our chil- 
dren will inevitably be worse off. 

The list of parents’ concerns is 
endless. What about integration? 
What about the fragmentation of 
services for children with low in- 
cidence special needs? What ab- 
out the already patchy and some- 
times inconsistent paramedical 
support services? What about 
boarding provision? 

It is not too late for parents to 
influence local authorities to 
change their policies towards 
special needs children. They are 
a better bet than Mr Baker who, 
according to a DES spokesman, 
is concerned with management 
structure. 

But it is important to realise 
that under the Education Reform 
Act 1988, the Government has 
handed over large areas of man- 
agement and policy development 
to the schools, including integra- 
tionist policies. 

Parents must realise their re- 
sponsibilities — and act. 


Penny Juneidi is hon president of 
Parents in Partnership and chair of 
the governors of Meadway school. 
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lren with special needs? 


1eidi with daughter Tala. tHe cuarpian 


“Those who want 
integration now are 
being disregarded’’ 


by Tony Smythe 

Judging from a detailed analysis 
by the London Boroughs Dis- 
ability Resource Team, the 13 
draft plans produced by the inner 
London boroughs who are taking 
over from ILEA were compiled 
in haste, short on facts and full of 
questions. The new chief educa- 
tion officers will have their work 
cut out to get their borough and 
cross-borough services up and 
going by April 1990. 

As the LBDRT, GLAD and 
others foresaw, pupils and stu- 
dents with disabilities could lose 
out and see the modest advances 
of the 1981 Education Act and 
the Warnock and Fish reports 
frittered away. 

The LBDRT Education Pro- 


Ges 


hool, Quintin Kynaston. Both are near Swiss Cottage. 


from Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
ntin Kynaston also meet up for 
LEN CROSS/ILEA 


\pril, the charity Parents in Part- 
) is organising a conference for 
; and people with disabilities 
integration Now. It aims to pro- 
plan of action. For more informa- 
ephone 01-767 3211. 


ject has aimed to maintain and 
improve provision for special 
needs and, in particular, to get 
policies and timetables for secur- 
ing maximum possible access to 
mainstream education. Change 
was seen aS an opportunity as 
well as a challenge. 

The opportunity is still there. 

The final plans may have to go 
to the Education Secretary soon, 
but that, we believe, is only a 
bricks and mortar stage; the real 
struggle over educational policy 
will go on to 1990, and even 
beyond. 

Policy makers and advisers in 
every London borough can still 
be influenced by appropriate in- 
formation about special needs 
and by grass roots pressure from 
parents and people with disabili- 
ties. 

Most of the boroughs, under 
pressure of time, conflicting in- 
terests and sheer complexity, are 
more preoccupied with the 
carve-up of resources than edu- 
cational content, equal opportu- 
nities and social strategy. 

By bidding for every day and 
residential special school they 
can lay their hands on, they seek 
to preserve a dual system where 
statementing will remain the 
“passport” to special schools and 


the mainstream can disregard its 
responsibilities to special needs 
children. 

With falling rolls in some spe- 
cial schools, changing percep- 
tions and expectations of disabil- 
ity, the uneven pattern of existing 
provision across London and the 
overwhelming weight of research 
evidence, they are ignoring 
financial and educational reali- 
ties. They want to appease every- 
one but will satisfy no one. 

Invariably their plans contain 
grand statements on _ equal 
opportunities which make no re- 
ference to disability, while spe- 
cial needs are dealt with discreet- 
ly, giving no hint that they belong 
to the whole education system. 

By concentrating on schools, 
they virtually ignore under-fives, 
the starting point for integration 
and assessment, and over-16s. 

Only Lewisham has managed 


from Franklin Delano Roosevelt special school taking computer and business studies at the main- 


SALLY & RICHARD GREENHILL 


to produce a draft plan likely to 
satisfy the disabled community. 

Islington recognised that open 
enrolment and opting out could 
encourage discrimination, but 
meekly added, “Why should 
popular schools ... bother very 
much with children of this kind?” 
They dismissed the Fish report 
as “sadly dated and difficult to 
realise.” 

Westminster is generally more 
business-like, but its commit- 
ment to integration remains 
weak. 

ILEA has managed to increase 
mainstream provision of 
statemented pupils from 95 in 
1985 to 1,400 now. But there are 
still 6,268 statemented children 
in special schools. 

ILEA estimates that children 
with severe or complex needs 
represent 2.8 per cent of the 
school population, while over 20 
per cent have special needs in the 
broader sense. On the basis of 
these figures, integration has not 
been adequately addressed. 

We have to go to Newham in 
outer London to get more sense 
about what is needed and what is 
being done. 

“Segregated special education 
is a major factor causing discri- 
mination,” according to its plan. 


(1 to r: Achira Perera, James Bennett, Patrick Aston, Claire 
Cannon, Tala Juneidi, Victoria Seaward, Tahera Kahn) with 
Penny Juneidi and Postman Pat songwriter Brian Daly. His 
Christmas pudding song, sung by the children, will be on record 


by next Christmas. 


“De-segregated special educa- 
tion is the first step in tackling 
prejudice against people with 
disabilities.” Money for special 
schools is being unlocked and 
transferred to meet special needs 
in the mainstream. 

Last month the LBDRT 
asked borough leaders to imple- 
ment a 10-point plan: 
@ Make unequivocal commit- 
ment to de-segregation a priority 
@ End compulsory segregation 
against the wishes of parents or 
pupils 
e Timetable a phased program- 
me of integration 
@ Take immediate action in spe- 
cific areas, eg making some 
schools accessible 
e@ Improve data on all under- 
fives, pupils and students with 
disabilities 
@ Ensure education policies re- 
fer to the implications for dis- 
abled people 
e Train and retrain mainstream 
and special school teachers 
@ Designate clear responsibility 
for special needs in mainstream 
schools and on education com- 


mittees 

@ Improve links with health and 
social services 

@ Actively collaborate with local 


voluntary and community 
groups. 
We have also asked the 


Secretary of State for Education 
to use his powers to intervene 
more decisively. 

We understand that many pa- 
rents, while preferring integra- 
tion, are sceptical about the abil- 
ity of mainstream schools to meet 
the individual needs of their chil- 
dren without considerable 
change in attitude and practice. 

But those who want integra- 
tion now are being disregarded. 

In the last analysis it is local 
pressure that counts. So don’t 
lose any time in making your 
views known to councillors, MPs, 
the press and the new inner Lon- 
don education authorities. 


Tony Smythe ts the education project 
coordinator for the London 
Boroughs Disability Resource Team, 
Room 95, County Hall, London 
SEI 7PB, tel: 01-633 7101. 
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will aid circulation without raising 
the heartbeat and relieves 
muscular tension. 
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Theraposture Ltd., 
FREEPOST, 
Warminster 
Wiltshire BA12 9YT. 
Telephone: (0985) 213440 i 
Telex: 444337 - ACTBUS : 


| Name 
Address 


THERAPOSTURE | 


Independence in the home 
at the touch of a button 


There is a Theramatic specification for many uses in Domestic, Residential/ 
Nursing Homes and for the chronically disabled, under-bed clearance 
i the feet of a hoist. Variable height is available. y 


Independence is a boon at home, and in the 
Nursing Home, benefits staff utilisation. 


Chest and spinal conditions are eased ‘at the 
touch of a button’. An optional message unit 


HEAD-UP 
\ EAD-TV 
bd © FLAT 


The Theralift Seat Lift Chair. 


A finger on the buttonjand you are automatically 
lifted to a standing position. 


‘SITS YOU DOWN’ ‘STANDS YOU UP’ 
NICE & GENTLY 
An ideal gift from all the family 


peed: peck ae clay geee alae ga 


SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE 


§ Theraposture Ltd., FREEPOST, Warminster, Wiltshire BAI2 9YT 
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Putting the 
00Mm-pa-pa 
into computer 


Two pioneer computer music 
systems are being developed at 
York University. But one of them 
may get no further because the 
money is running out. 

Gordon Dalgarno’s 
Vistamusic system combines 
sound, vision and touch, 
enabling even blind-deaf people 
to experience music. 

He has spent the past two and 
a half years with a grant from 
Rowntrees (his employers) 
researching music for people 
with disabilities. But this is now 
coming to an end. 

“If] don’t get some more 


The Hunts, with Dr Ross Kirk 
(middle) demonstrate the 
Midigrid system. 


YORKSHIRE EVENING POST 


money soon,” he said, “Pll have 
to go back to sweets.” 
Vistamusic has been used in at 
least five UK schools, and has an 
adapted keyboard for head- 
pointers. A screen takes sounds 
and transforms them into shapes 
and colours, and a miniature 
loudspeaker allows people with 


Pupil from John Jameson School, Leeds, using Vistamusic. 


rubella, for example, to feel 
musical vibrations. 

Gordon Dalgarno has also 
devised a special keyboard to 
enable head-pointers to hit the 
right notes, and says that his 
system can be tailored to suit the 
needs of most disabled people. 

“My aim is to give people with 
the musical intelligence of 
Jacqueline Du Pre the chance to 
realise it, whatever their physical 
disabilities,” he says. 

Andy and Caroline Hunt, also 
at York, have devised the 
Midigrid system (see photo). A 
computer mouse finds a box on 
screen, and a hand-held trigger 
sets off one of thousands of 
sounds — ranging from bells to 
drums to full orchestras — which 
can be recorded onto a tape. 

One Midigrid is already in use 
at Putney Royal Hospital and 
Home. Michelle Murphy, a 
music therapist, works there with 
several people whose movement 
and sensory perception is 
limited. 

“We've found it can aid 
cognition, co-ordination, 
memory, and movement. It’s also 
a great motivation tool.” A 
patient at Putney who is 


recovering from a brain 
haemorrhage said “I enjoy using 
the machine; its very good fun.” 
Putney’s Midigrid came just 
before Christmas, and they are 
still evaluating its uses. “There 
are several modifications and 
different interfaces which we will 
be trying. Andy Hunt will be 
coming down soon to discuss 
these with us,” said Ms Murphy. 
David Nicholson 


BOOKS 


Conductive Education 
by Maria Hari and Kanoly Akos 
(translated by Neville Horton 
Smith and Joy Stevens) 
(Routledge, £40) 


Joy Stevens deserves our 
congratulations for her efforts 
over some fifteen years to get 
Conductive Education published in 
English. 

However, since it first 
appeared in Hungarian in 1971, 
the material is rather out of date. 
It is a pity it was not revised and 


updated before its publication 
here, which has been eagerly 
awaited for so long. The 
photographs, for example, could 
easily have been replaced with 
recent ones from the now well 
equipped, modern, Peto 
Institute. 

No account is taken of modern 
neurological thought and the 
book fails to show how 
conductive education is 
employing recent knowledge to 
assist children in solving their 
own problems. 

The reader needs, I feel, more 
help in understanding the links 
between theory and practice and 
in appreciating their 
fundamental importance to 
conductive education. 

However, ‘““The daily 
schedule” in Chapter 13 does go 
some way towards describing 
how the children learn, practise 
and generalise their skills 
throughout the day, and 
presenting conductive education 
as a way of life. 

The chapter devoted to 
“orthofunction” would have 
been of great value some years 
ago when it was generally 
believed that orthofunction was 
concerned with walking only; 
now the emphasis should be on 
the child as a “personality” who 
has a capacity to learn. 

This is not a book for parents 
wishing to learn more about 
conductive education; nor is ita 
textbook for professionals in the 
field seeking to improve their 
practice. 

(I particularly missed any 
mention of the toys, the games 
and the fun which are integral 
parts of our work.) 

Sections of the book are, 
however, of academic value and 
doubtless will lead to discussion 
between more advanced students 
of conductive education. 

Lillemor Jernqvist 
Hornsey Centre for Children 
Learning 
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CRM 


Name 


@ Age range 2-12 years. 
@ Short fitting and supply times. 


@ Fits a wide range of bases 
(wheelchair, buggy and Cloudsley Frame) 


@ Features a unique toilet seat option 


@ Manufactured from A.B.S. fire retardant 
plastic. 


Position 
Hospital/Practice 


Camp Rookwood 
Modular Seating 


CRMS a versatile, adaptable, adjustable 
seating system. Offering you a custom finish, 
using simple pre-formed modular components. 


L] Please send more information on the CRMS ad 
L] Please arrange for a sales representative to call be 


Address 


Tel. 
Now please post — no stamp needed to — 
Camp Limited, FREEPOST, Northgate House, 
Staple Gardens, Winchester, Hants S023 8ST 


Confession of a Rebel 
The Marriage of a Rebel 
by Jack Clemo 

(Spire, £4.94, £3.95) 


Jack Clemo has been compared 
to John Bunyan and been 
described in the Sunday Times as 
“one of the strangest and most 
original writers of our time”. 

Clemo’s two auto- 
biographical volumes Confession 
ofa Rebel and The Marriage of a 
Rebel are an insight into the life 
and work of the man himself. 
Since the first volume was 
originally published forty years 
ago, some of the opinions are 
quite controversial. 

Clemo became deafas a young 
adult and later on blind too. But 
his books are not so much about 
disability as theological and 
mystical reflections on his life 
and his search for a wife. 

Considering his own 
disabilities, I was surprised to 
read the description of his aunt as 
“deformed and retarded ... a half 
bald diabetic dwarf’. 

However, he is not into 
disability politics at all, and 
describes physical blindness as 
“a subject I would never bother 
to write about exceptasan | 
incidental complication of 
religious or erotic problems”. 

The Jn Touch programme 
refused to broadcast their 
interview with him partly because 
he said he “had no interest in 
handicaps or in methods of 
overcoming them” and when he 
quotes Blake’s words: 

O why was I born witha 
different face 
Why was I not born like the 
rest of my race? 
it is not a physical difference he is 
referring to, but a social one. 

Among Clemo’s rare 
reference to disability is a 
mention of the welfare officers 
who wished to take him to “clubs 
and parties for the 
handicapped”, and how he was 
presented as a writer by the 
media, revealing that little has 
changed in nearly thirty years! 
“They chose to present me as an 
unromantic but courageous man 
who had triumphed over 
handicaps...” 

The very idiosyncratic thought 
and writing is hardly surprising 
when one reads what a loner 
Clemo was asa child: after the 
age of seven “throughout the rest 
of my childhood there was nota 
single boy or girl down in the 
hamlet... l was thus ... growing 
up in an adult world touched only 
by adult influences, I had no real 
chum during my school days”. 

But as Clemo himself says, 
“My home life and surroundings 
were actually teeming with the 
most sympathetic and 
stimulating influences”. 

The writing is brilliant, vivid 
and full of images, as one might 
anticipate from a writer who is 
also a poet. He certainly 
disproved the welfare lady’s 
prediction that if he didn’t learn 
Braille or crafts or the manual 
alphabet he would “go mad”. 

At times Jack Clemo’s 
obsession with sex becomes 
tedious and the two works are 
very meaty, but they are worth 
getting your teeth into if you are 
looking for non-escapist, 
intellectual material. 

Ellen Wilkie 


PERSON TO Po 


ERR TT 
TELEVISION 


THEATRE 


A Stranger 
Disintegrates 


In their short artistic life, 
Common Ground have been 
hailed as one of the freshest 
young dance groups celebrating 
the poetry of the body. 

Not bad for a team of hearing 
and deaf dancers who only came 
together in 1986. They have 
notched up quite a few triumphs 
along the way. And I was witness 
to one in Chichester in February. 

The team had spent three days 
in residency at a West Sussex 
college, working with GCSE 
students and people with 
learning difficulties, from nearby 
ATCs (adult training colleges). 
The two groups explored, with 
Common Ground, themes of 
identity and integration. 

The result was a 15 minute 
piece that played to a packed 
house of family and friends. It 
was a celebration. I was thrilled 
to be part of the group’s success 
and obvious delight in their 
achievement of having made it 
happen. 

The college tutors are already 
planning the next one. And the 
participants are eager to continue 


their new-found taste for dance. 

The second half of the evening 
was Common Ground’s, with 
their new piece that is touring the 
country, A Stranger Disintegrates. 
I must admit that after my mad 
dash across Chichester to locate 
the college, the title was pretty 
apt! 

This production looked at 
communication, or rather the 
lack of it: who isn’t familiar with 
the avoidance of eye contact, 
touch, or the spoken word, as we 
travel to work, crushed on tubes, 


Green Jam’s door swings ajar 


Green Jam, a theatre company 
training young adults with mental 
disabilities to take jobs in the 
theatre, launched in late January 
this year. 

Set up and run by Greenwich 
Young People’s Theatre 
(GYPT), the company is jointly 
funded by the European Social 
Fund for Innovative Projects and 
the Inner London Education 
Authority. 

GYPT began in 1970 and has 
been working with people with 
learning difficulties ever since. 
There are now 12 full-time 
students on the two-year course, 
with three staff, learning 
independent living skills. Also 
art, design and construction, 
technical, performance, 
administration and office skills, 
and integrated work experience. 


All participants began a 
foundation course in October 
last year, but the course was 
officially launched on 24 January. 
The name, though, dates froma 
1985 trip to Jamaica (hence 
ce am’’). 

“We can’t guarantee any of 
our students a job when they 
leave,” said Mike Ormerod, staff 
member, “but we’re 
concentrating hard on the things 
they can do, to build up 
confidence and competence in 
one area.” 

Green Jam have already 
booked their first performance — 
at the Greenwich festival in June. 


Contact Green Jam, c/o Greenwich 
Young People’s Theatre, Burrage 
Road, London SE18 7Z, tel: O1- 
854 1316. 


welcome. 


car purchase. 


Job Sharers Welcome 


Assistant Engineer 


TO FOCUS ON NEEDS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
S$O2/P01/Bar PO2, £13,941-£16,254 inclusive 


The Borough Roads Division deals with design, constructionand _ 
maintenance of all works to the public highway, including client functions to 
the DSO. This post is newly created with special responsibilities for design 
and execution of footway works appropriate for people with disabilities. 
Applications from engineers with disabilities would, therefore, be most 


You will need the appropriate design and supervision skills and be able to 
carry out site visits. You will either be an Incorporated Engineer, or a_ 
graduate in Civil Engineering with one year’s post qualification experience, 
or hold a lesser qualification with more experience. 

Hounslow has a substantial programme of capital and revenue works 
including agency schemes for TWA and DTp. In addition to the normal 
conditions of service, Hounslow offers a generous relocation package (up to 
£5,000 plus interest on bridging loan), lump sum car allowance and assisted 


For details telephone 01-572 6413 (24 hour answer service) quoting 
ref: BE/08/12. Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Civic Centre, Lampton 
Road, Hounslow TW3 4DN. Closing date 10 March 1989. 


2 Hounslow 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Members of dance group Common Ground celebrate the poetry of the body. 


isolated in our little boxes. The 
dancers tackled the issue with 
much energy and feeling. 

It all rings true: the insanity of 
normal behaviour and the shock 
of human contact when it 
eventually breaks through. 

Their fusion of dance, drama, 
live music and sign language 
does not come across as a jumble 
of styles all vying for our 
attention. 

Indeed, they present a new and 
interesting way of making art 
“accessible”. They make it clear 


Lookout for... 


Nottingham Playhouse have 
announced that aural 
introductions will precede all 
preview productions at their 
theatre. Aimed at blind and 
partially sighted patrons, the 
scheme began in February, and 
continues with An Inspector Calls, 
J.B. Priestley’s mystery play on 
Wednesday 12 April. Call Tricia 
Alvey on (0602) 474361/470882 
for details. 


UTE KLAPHAKE 


that they care about 
empowerment, and that the 
process is often more important 
than the end product. 

If you catch Common 
Ground, wave your hands in the 
air at the end of the show. They 
deserve it. 

Ashley Grey 


Common Ground will be at The 
Place Theatre in London on 14 
March at 8pm performing A 
Stranger Disintegrates. Ring 01- 
387 0031 for details, and dates. 


Dartington College of Arts are 
running movement workshops 
throughout April and May: 
weekends and five-day courses. 
Aimed at visually impaired 
people and workers in this field, 
the courses aim to improve 
muscular relaxation, physical 
alignment, mobility and spacial 
awareness. Cost: £45 per 
weekend, £95 per five-day 
workshop. Professionals should 
call (0803) 862224, blind people, 
(0803) 214523. 


Prone & Supine Boards 


Freedom Stander 


Corner Chairs 


Therapy Swings 


Potty Chairs 


Foam Wedges 


Bath Chairs 


Tricycles 


Side Lying Boards 


Adjustable Tables 


Rolls, Blocks, etc 


’ Rifton 


EQUIPMENT FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN & ADULTS 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 


My problem 
with any 
programme 
about spinally 
injured people 
is that having a 
congenital 
disability gives 
me a different perception. 
Nevertheless, I must dismiss 40 
Minutes: Our Darren (BBC2, 
26 January) as guilty of almost 
every television crime relating to 
disability. 

It was emotive, had “brave 
sufferer” tendencies, and 
emphasised Darren Lillywhite’s 
complete dependency caused by 
his newly acquired disability. 
The medical view of disability 
dominated and the programme 
laboriously emphasised Darren’s 
physical limitations, omitting to 
mention social constraints. 

Obviously, Darren’s 
tetraplegia requires a difficult 
period of adjustment, but he has 
little option other than to get on 
with life. For Darren’s friends, 
however, the options are greater. 
Although they’re with him now, 
this could change. Hopefully 
Darren has no illusions about 
this. 

It was said repeatedly that 
Darren is “just the same as he 
was before”. Of course he isn’t. 
But this over-simplification sums 
up the film. 

Same Difference (C4, 30 
Janaury) returned for a series of 
eight programmes. Based on the 
first one, and the extracts from 
the press launch, the omens are 
good. 

Same Difference presenter 
Peter White appeared on Open 
Air the next day (BBC1, 31 
January) and deserves an award 
for valour. He was up against 
critics from a “disabled 
workshop” (sic) and also Martin 
Duffy, who I would call a 
“disabled presenter/producer”’. 
He prefers “broadcaster/ 
journalist who happens to have a 
handicap”. Given this, why did 
he agree to be ona programme 
about television’s representation 
of disabled people? 

Rachael is one of a group of 
children who will be 18 in the 
year 2000, featured in Citizen 
2000 (C4, 17 January). As the 
only child with a disability (cp), 
she has already had two 
programmes to herself. Now, for 
the first time, she has been 
featured alongside the others, 
and does not benefit from the 
comparison. They talk and play 
with their toys; Rachael does 
neither, and could be the target 
for pity rather than empathy. 

Two schools programmes 

mentioned deafness. Watch 
(BBC2, 2 February) hada 
hearing impaired dancer, and 
You and Me (BBC2, 26 January 
1989) had a delightful dialogue 
in sign language betweeen 
puppets Cosmo and Dibbs and 

See Hear’s Clive Mason —a treat! 

Eastenders’ character Colin 
was Officially told of his MS 
(BBC1, 17 January). Whether it 
will show the reality, and whether 
it will bring in genuinely disabled 
actors, remains to be seen. 

Chris Davies 
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Teapots in my head 


Patricia Payne 
of Old Cleeve, 
Somerset is a 
writer with a 
difference—she 
has dyslexia 


My overworked dictionary 
defines disability as “a 
drawback”. It does not define 
dyslexia because, until recently, 
dyslexia was not recognised as a 
disability. Sufferers were dim, 
lazy-minded, a cause of 
annoyance to teachers, distress to 
parents and guilt-ridden misery 
to themselves. 

Dyslexia, or word and numeral 
blindness, is a misnomer, 
because we can see the printed 
symbols but they don’t always 
send the same messages to our 
brains as are received by non- 
dyslexics. 

Re-transmitting the print from 
page to paper can be difficult too, 
for a word written backwards 
looks fine to us. 

No two individuals are 
affected in the same way. 

I cannot spell or grasp abstract 
ideas. A credit and a debit on my 
bank balance are just words. I 
think of a credit as a fat black 
teapot holding my money anda 
debit as a sullen red one witha 
hole; money put into that is gone 
for ever. 


Taking a break from writing to relax. 


There is no single remedy for 
dyslexia either. The sufferer, 
parents, assessors and tutors 
have to establish the nature of the 
difficulty, then arrive at solutions 
by trial, experiment and grinding 
hard work. 

Newspaper reports of children 
wearing an eyepatch to learn to 
read, covering the page with 
colour filters, even playing ball 
games or doing gymnastics, as in 
Canada, are misleading. Some 


Zi 


RICHARD GORING 


people have been helped by these 
experiments, but I believe each 
dyslexic has to find his or her own 
remedy. 

Remedy, not cure. We are 
stuck with this one, and possibly 
for life. 

The plus side is that people 
with dyslexia are often of above 
average intelligence and are 
gifted in some way, often on the 
arts side. (But I have knowna 
mathematical genius who could 


not read a danger sign!) 

Dyslexia is no one’s fault. 

True, some forms are thought 
to be hereditary. A mother who 
confesses she never could do 
sums and was ten before she 
learnt to read may have been 
dyslexic. It runs in families like 
red hair. (From 4 per cent to 10 
per cent of people in the UK are 
thought to be dyslexic.) 

Where do you go for help? The 
British Dyslexia Association is 
the national organisation for 
specific learning difficulties and 
it can put you in touch with a local 
group. Its magazine, Contact, free 
to members, is full of 
information. 

I met the word dyslexia when 
my younger son, Freddy, was 
diagnosed. He could not read or 
write. He drew a picture to 
explain his difficulty. 

Later he won an art 
scholarship to Millfield school in 
Somerset, which has pioneered 
work with dyslexic children. He 
can now write Batchelor of Arts 
after his name, thanks to 
Millfield and his own hard work. 

My own school reports 
suggested I was a teacher’s pest 


_ and my parents’ despair. Buta 


fortune-teller told me, “One day 
you will write”. 

Then I found early letters 
written by my mother and the 
pattern fell into place. We had 
three generations of dyslexics in 
the family. 

The years of shame, the 
burden of guilt, fell away and I 
floated with joy. I was not stupid 
or lazy. I had only to sit down and 
work to fulfil the fortune-teller’s 
prophesy. 


I knew I had only a little time to 
show my mother I could succeed, 
for she was already very ill. 

I had always told myself stories 
—“Just suppose if...” So I sat 
down and wrote every night from 
8.30 pm to midnight for six 
weeks, and lost two stone with 
sheer concentration, having to 
check nearly every word in my 
dictionary and accepting help 
over the words I could not find. 

I did not realise a proper book 
is 165 pages of A4 paper, or 
50,000 words. But my novella (a 
rather short book) has been 
published and my son illustrated 
it. 

Last month The Countryman 
took an article on badgers and W 
H Smith is publishing an 
anthology of romantic stories 
called Secret Stories which 
includes one of mine. 

Now | want to be a writer who 
is dyslexic, not a dyslexic who 
happens to write! 


The British Dyslexia Association, 

98 London Road, Reading RG1 
SAU, tel: (0734) 668271, has 77 
affiliated groups. An international 
conference, Meeting Points, 1s being 
held 29 March to 1 April. The 
National Dyslexia Appeal has 
reached £300,000, but is aiming for 
£1.5 million by May this year. 


Patricia Payne’s novella, Where 
There’s One There’s Three, which 
has been described as “a charming 
story which neatly avoids the 
soppiness of so many light 
romances”, costs £3.90 inc p&p 
from booksellers or the publishers, 
Temple House Books, 25 High 
Street, Lewes, Sussex BN7 2LU. 
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Tuppy Owens 


Tuppy Owens founded the 
Outsiders Club, the first dating 
agency in the UK for people with 
disabilities. This year they 
celebrate their tenth anniversary, 
and now have more than 1000 
members. 

Welcoming people with 
disabilities, and others who are 
nervous or shy, or socially 
disadvantaged, the club holds 
regular parties and lunches 
around the country. 

“Tt all started when one of my 
friends began to go blind,” she 
says, “and then, because I was 
writing the Sex Maniac’s Diary, a 
32 year old disabled man wrote to 
me saying that he had never seen 
anaked woman. I thought 
something had to be done about 
that.” 


Tuppy and friend. 


The club has fees of only £5 
(unwaged) and £12 (waged). 
“This compares with £70 if you 
sign up with Dateline,” she 
points out, “but it means that 
running the club is always a bit of 
astruggle.” 

Mike Bramley, one of the 
club’s longest standing members, 
says ““Tuppy is amazing. She’s 
just about the only able-bodied 
person I’ve ever met who can see 
things from a disabled person’s 
point of view.” 

Tuppy herself says it’s only a 
matter of asking the right 
questions, and listening to what 
disabled people want. But that is 
arare quality, and to go as far as 
publishing a book of “Practical 
suggestions” on how to approach 
the opposite sex is distinctly 
uncommon ground. 

The Outsiders and Tuppy 
Owens have long been critisised 
for veering towards pornography. 
But her attitude to this is 
straightforward: “sex and love 
have to be mutual desires, or sex 
has to be paid for. There has to 
bea deal.” She thinks there is 
nothing more damaging than 
giving affection in a charitable 
way, which might be withdrawn, 
or leave unrealistic expectations. 

The club’s tenth birthday 
party was held in the crypt ofa 
south London church, witha 
band, drinks all night, hundreds 
of guests, and then breakfast at 
6.30 am. 

There were people of all ages, 
colours and persuasions, 
dancing, eating, drinking and 
talking. Tuppy kept the 
atmosphere charged, with her 
long braided hair and slinky 
white plastic trousers. The whole 
affair proved that, despite its 
detractors and occasional bad 
press, the Outsiders still fills a 
real gap in disabled people’s 
lives. 


David Nicholson 


Iam always very pleased to 
receive letters from readers 
about topics raised in my column. 
This month I am including 
several contributions in response 
to recent issues. 


“T read with interest the 
problems a mother was 
having taking her disabled son 
to the dentist. (August 1988). 

Ihave been disabled with 
rheumatoid arthritis since the 
age of three. The resulting 
stiffness in my jaw and neck 
has made it difficult for 
dentists to look at, let alone 
work on, my teeth. 

Until about the age of 141 
had a very understanding 
dentist and most of the 
problems were overcome. But 
he retired and his successor 
was very impatient, so that I 
became increasingly 
frightened of going to visit 
him. 

Eventually he decided he 
couldn’t cope and sent me to 
the dental hospital. There I 
saw a consultant who had 
more time and better 
equipment. 

The first few times I was 
very tense and worried so he 
gave me a “pre-med” to relax 
me before doing anything. 

As I gained confidence in 
him and he continued to treat 
me patiently and kindly my 
fear gradually disappeared. 

After a couple of years Ino 
longer worried about a 
dentist’s appointment and 
now quite happily treat it the 
same as having my hair done 
or going shopping. 

Ihave found that the 
greater range of equipment in 
a dental hospital, and the fact 
that the dentists/consultants 
are paid aset salary and so can 
afford to take more time, are 
major advantages. 

Ido hope my experience 
will be an encouragement and 


with Margaret Morgan 


Share Your Problems 
ee 


Dentists, 


doctors, cold 
feet and relief 


support to Bobby’s mother.” 


Thank you very much for writing 
so fully. I have passed your letter 
on to Bobby’s mother. 


“A copy of the September 
1988 issue of Disability Now 
was passed on to me and I was 
very interested in your 
column which featured 
additives, allergies and 
hyperactivity. 

We thought your readers 
might like to know of 
Foresight, an Association for 
the Promotion of 
Preconceptual Care. 

The treatment of 
hyperactivity is quite 
complex, as is the provision of 
preconceptual care to avoid 
problems in the future. 
Doctors working with our 
organisation have 
considerable experience and a 
lot more work on 
hyperactivity will be 
undertaken at Surrey 
University in the next few 
years. 

There is still much to be 
done and your article madea 
valuable contribution to this 
important field. 

If any of your readers would 
like more information please 
write to: Mrs Belinda Barnes, 
“Foresight”, The Old 
Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Whitley, Surrey GU8 5PN, or 


telephone between 9.30am 
and 7.30pm on (042879) 
4500.” 


Thank you for sending this 
information. 


“T was interested in your 
column about living 
independently (January 1989). 
I will be moving out ofa 
residential unit in April and I 
am really quite scared. I have 
lived in residential places 
since I was five and so don’t 
know what it’s like to live in an 
ordinary house. It’s a very big 
move for me and sometimes I 
get cold feet and feel I can’t 
face it. Do you think this is 
silly of me?” 


No. I understand your 
apprehensions about losing the 
security and back-up services 
that you have experienced for 
nearly all your life. 

I do hope that you are able to 
talk over your fears with someone 
who appreciates your situation 
and can explain, and introduce 
you to, the supports that will be 
available for you in the 
community. 


“As you know, my husband 
died in October 1987 and the 
housing department told me 
that I would have to leave the 
specially adapted bungalow 
that has been our home for 


over 12 years. 

Ihave cerebral palsy, as did 
my husband, and I was not 
only mourning my great loss, 
but feeling considerable 
anxiety and tension about the 
thought of having to move 
from good neighbours and 
friends. I was kept ina “state 
of limbo” for nearly a year and 
you can imagine how difficult 
this was to cope with. 

The Spastics Society’s 
social worker was very 
supportive and lam most 
grateful to you for writing to 
the housing department on 
my behalf. 1am sure this 
helped to change the housing 
committee’s decision, as I 
have now heard that I can stay 
in my home. 

Itis an enormous relief to 
know I don’t have to worry any 
more, though those long 
months of waiting were really 
terrible.” 


Tam delighted to hear your good 
news, though I can imagine how 
unsettling it must have been for 
you waiting for the local authority 
housing committee’s decision. 

It seems heartless of them to 


_ have kept you “in limbo” for 


so many months, especially as at 
the same time you were trying to 
get over the loss of your husband. 
I wonder why it took them so 
long? 


Share your 
problems by phone 


If you want advice on a per- 
sonal or spiritual problem, 
why not talk to Lin Berwick, 
Disability Now’s telephone 
counsellor, who is disabled 


herself? 

Lin is at the end of the line 
on Monday afternoons from 
1pm to 5pm, and on Thurs- 
days from 6pm to 10pm. 

Her telephone number is 
Hornchurch (04024) 77582. 


Isn't It Time You Got Around To 


Getting About? 


Percent nee hv Age Nee 
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THE VAUXHALL 
ASTRA.THE PERFECT 
GETAWAY CAR. 


Vauxhall introduce the Astra. Helpline on 0582 696332 between 9am-5.30pm 

A car with front doors that open to 65° Monday-Friday. 

A car with a tailgate that opens right down to 
the bumper. | 

A car with a height adjustable driver’s seat, tilt 
adjustable steering column, power steering and auto 
transmission as standard or options on most models. 

(So much for the boring bit. Now for some fun.) 

Vauxhall introduce the Astra. | ee ee a Loctcode 

A car that delivers exciting performance even 
on unleaded fuel* A car with outstanding aero- 
dynamics and handling. 


| Motability schemes. (Please tick box) 
NOVA [_] ASTRA [_] BELMONT [_] CAVALIER [_] CARLTON [_] 


Name____@ = 32S og es 2 a See | 


| Address: 22? Stee Be te he df Ee > ee | 


A car whose top of the range model will 
do 0-60 in an outrageous 7.3 seconds. 

A car that’s sensible. But hasn't lost its 
sense of adventure. 


To find out more, ring the Vauxhall Motability 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, FOREVER SMITTEN. 


fii} VAUXHALL IS BACKED BY THE WORLDWIDE RESOURCES OF GENERAL MOTORS. CAR SHOWN: ASTRA GL 1.3 5-DOOR, PRICE £8,410.62 CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDES DELIVERY AND NUMBER 
PLATES.*ALL ASTRA’S ARE CAPABLE OF RUNNING ON BOTH LEADED AND UNLEADED FUEL OR A MIXTURE OF BOTH, ALL THAT IS REQUIRED IS A QUICK ADJUSTMENT BY YOUR VAUXHALL DEALER. ALL FIGURES MANUFACTURER'S DATA. 
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es INFORMATION TF 


INFO 


Shell UK Oil have published 
Easier Motoring for Disabled 
Drivers, listing facilities avail- 
able at each of their UK garages. 
It is available free from UOMK/ 
7145 Shell UK Oil, Shell-Mex 
House, Strand, London WC2R 
ODX, tel: 01-257 3000. 


The Greater London Associa- 
tion for Disabled People 
(GLAD) has a new monthly 
newsletter from April. Each 
month London Disability 
News will feature an in-depth 
look at major issues affecting dis- 
abled Londoners and a full 
round-up of the latest news and 
information. For a free copy of 
the first issue, contact London 
Disability News, 336 Brixton 
Road, London SW9 7AA, Tel: 
01-274 0107. 


The Talent Centre is a new in- 
itiative by Bulmershe Resource 
Centre in Reading to help dis- 
abled people get training and 
jobs in all areas of the arts. It also 
helps with job applications and 
CVs, and advises employers keen 
to employ disabled people. More 
information on (0734) 664464. 


Services for People with Dis- 
abilities is a booklet for people 
living in the Finsbury area of 
Islington, London. It gives basic 
information about local and 
national organisations which can 
help on subjects as varied as in- 


continence, holidays, housing or __ 


money. Produced by the Nation- 
al Information Forum, it is avail- 
able free from local libraries, 
churches and schools. 

A report based on a survey of 
the take-up of this booklet and 
what readers thought of it will be 
produced later this year. 


Children with Special Educa- 
tional Needs is the first detailed 
explanation of the new legislation 
for children with learning diffi- 
culties in Northern Ireland. Pub- 
lished by the Northern Ireland 
Council on Disability, the 72- 
page book has a clear style and 
explains the legal changes, 
assessment procedures, state- 
ment contents and appeals 
advice, plus questions and 
answers for parents and sample 
letters. £1.50 + 52p p&p from 
NICD, 2 Annadale Avenue, Bel- 
fast BT7 3JR. 


DIAL (Disablement Information 
and Advice Lines) have 
appointed a new chairman and 
deputy chairman: Chris Clark, a 
principal social worker, becomes 
chairman, and David Mcfad- 
den (chair of DIAL Doncaster) 
becomes deputy. Skill, the 
national bureau for students with 
disabilities, has appointed De- 
borah Cooper as their new 
director. She will be Skill’s first 
woman director, and was pre- 
viously deputy director. 
ASPIRE, the Association for 
Spinal Injury Research Rehabi- 
litation and Reintegration, has 
moved office to: Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Brockley 
Hill, Stanmore, Middx, HA7 
4LP, tel: 01-954 0164/0701. 


Pee AE ele SOCEM RY RESET] 
CHECKOUT 
Po Se 


At the Toy Fair in London last 
month, speech therapist Lindsay 
Pennington and_ information 
assistant Marney Walker from 
The Spastics Society chose these 
toys as stimulating and fun for 
children with disabilities. 

The Honey Pot Bear, £9.99 
from the Early Learning Centre, 
(centre left) plays a lullaby when 
you pull the tag and the bear goes 
in and out of the honey pot. Good 
for holding attention and visual 
tracking. 

Also from the Early Learning 
Centre — Pop up Pets, £7.99 
(bottom right) which pop up 
when 4 swiches are by pressed, 
pushed, turned or slid. Good for 
developing motor skills, cause 
and effect thinking, memory de- 
velopment and communication 
skills. (Not suitable for a child 
with a pronounced startle reflex). 

Vanimals from Tomy at 
around £7 will be available from 
toy shops in May. These 4- 
wheeled toys (top left) controlled 
by 2 switches, are great for any 
child who can operate a simple 
switch to learn cause and effect. 

The whole range of Fisher 
Price Toys is recommended. 
They are good value, virtually 
unbreakable and have easily re- 
placeable parts. Fun, excellent 
for learning and encouraging 
language development and sym- 
bolic play. The Toddler Kitch- 
en (top right) costs £9.99. 

Brio Toys are also good value, 
attractive, sturdy, well-made toys 
for learning a range of skills. The 
Sailboat, around £10.75, (left) 
has colourful, stacking sails on a 
rocking base. 


WHAT’S ON 
SAN Tate ee ee a ao 


Strength in unity 4 March. 9.45am-4.30pm. A conference for all 
disabled people in London — to discuss how you can fight for your 
rights and have a proper say in shaping policy and practice concerned 
with disability. The County Hall, London SE1 7PB, tel: Mike Good- 
man 01-633 8556. 


Quality Case Management — Guidelines for planners and policy 
makers 8 March. One day seminar for anyone promoting and design- 
ing local services for disabled people. Fee £35. For information and 
application forms contact Mrs Melanie Kornitzer, Kings Fund Centre, 
126 Albert Street, London NW1 7NF, tel: 01-267 6111. 


Volunteering & Community Care 8 March. 10am-4pm. One day 
seminar examining how volunteers can make the difference to com- 
munity care, including range of projects and opportunities to explore 
using volunteers in your work. Speaker David Blunkett MP. At the 
National Childrens’ Bureau, 8 Wakely St, London EC1. Wheelchair 
accessible. Enquiries Sue Denning 01-609 7481 or Linda Ash 01-278 


6601. 


Vocational Rehabilitation — a new approach 6-7 April, 5-6 June, 
11-12 September. Two-day courses providing an in-depth introduc- 
tion to the principles and practice of vocational rehabilitation services 
for people with disabilities. Details from John Hill, Rehabilitation Re- 
source Centre, Dept of Systems Science, City University, North- 
ampton Square, London EC1V OHB, tel: 01-253 4399 ext 4610. 


European Lupus Awareness Day 15 April. Lupus support groups 


_ from 10 European countries are joining together to gain more wide- 


spread recognition of this chronic disease . Contact Mrs Elizabeth 
Brain SRN, Deputy Director, Lupus Group, Arthritis Care, 5 Grosve- 
nor Crescent, London SW1X 7ER, tel: 01-235 0902. 


Specific Learning Difficulties (dyslexia) 17 April-19 June, intro- 
ductory course. 8 sessions about the nature, assessment and remedy of 
learning difficulties. For parents, teachers and professionals. Fee £60. 
7pm-9.30pm at the Frensham Centre, Farnham, Surrey. Contact Gail 
Goedkoop on (025 125) 4446. 


Getting it right — ideas into action 22 April. The Spastics Society’s 
north-west regional conference, Notre Dame College, Liverpool. Liv- 
ing in the Community — can we do it? 31 March — 2 April, The 
Spastics Society’s north west Alpha seminar, Beaumont College, Lan- 
caster. Details from Norma Hartshorn on (0925) 74770. 


Castle Priory. 

Audio tape techniques — one day event. For teachers and support 
staff. 17 April. Fee £25 inclusive. 

Video Recording Techniques — practical course using video for 
assessment and training. 17-19 April. Tuition £75, residence £49, 
non-residence £20. 

Photography and Darkroom Techniques — simple skills for begin- 
ners. 19-21 April. Tuition £60, residence £49, non-residence £20. 
Developing personal effectiveness in work and living for young 
people with special needs — for all relevant care and teaching staff. 
2-4 May. Tuition £75, residence £49, non-residence £20. 


Further information from Castle Priory College, Thames Street, Wallington, 
Oxon OX10 OHE. Please enclose SAE. Tel: (0491) 37551. 


The National Youth Bureau plays a vital role in improving the quality of work with 
young people throughout the country. Its services include immediate enquiry 
answering, regular mailings, books, periodicals and training consultancy.- 


We have three vacancies: 
ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR (FINANCE) 


We are looking for someone with an interest and enthusiasm for financial planning in a public 
service body with charitable status. The person appointed is likely to have a background in 
accountancy and will take responsibility for the preparation of our financial accounts. 


ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR (YOUTH WORK DEVELOPMENT) 


The role of this new senior member of staff will be to support periodic national conferences to be 
established with youth service practitioners, and to be involved in a variety of other related aspects 
of the Bureau's work. 


Salary for these posts will be on the Local Authority Principal Officers range, starting at no less than 


pt 40 (£16,347) for a fixed three-year contract in the first instance (a part-time contract will be 
considered for the finance post). 


YOUTH ARTS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


(Salary range £9,474 to £12,729 pa for a contract of 12 months in the first instance. Secondment 
considered.) 


We are seeking someone with energy, imagination and enthusiasm to establish youth arts as having 
a major role to play in youth work. The person appointed will have knowledge and experience of the 
arts in youth work, information and writing skills and the ability to contribute to the design and 
maintenance of a computerised database. 


For further details and application form please contact Kerry Harrison on (0533) 471200 ext. 311, or 
write to the Personnel Department, National Youth Bureau, 17-23 Albion Street, Leicester LE1 6GD. 
Closing date: 17th March 1989. 

NYB is an equal opportunities employer. People from black and ethnic minority communities 
and people with disabilities are under-represented within NYB and their applications are 
particularly welcome. All posts are open to jobshare unless otherwise stated. 
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TO ADVERTISE IN DISABILITY NOW CLASSIFIED . 
Please contact the Advertisement Manager, Jonathan Wine, 


SENIOR WAGES 
CLERK 


Kingslea Press Limited, 12 Dock Offices, Lower Road, London SE16 2XL 
Telephone: 01-252 1362 Fax: 01-237 8019 


Dq KIRK KIRKLEES 


HOLIDAYS 


Red Cross House, Inverness, offers 
Respite/Care Activity holidays through- 
out the year to disabled people aged be- 
tween 16 years and retirement age. A 24- 
hour care facility is provided by the skilled 
Care Staff and Voluntary helpers. 
Accommodation is single hotel standard 
bedrooms. Whether your requirements 
are for outdoor adventure or something a 
little quieter, why not contact us for de- 
tails of what we have to offer. For further 
information please contact Mike Webster 


This is a 12-month contract position for a person fully 
experienced in all aspects of payroll operation who Is able to 
work in a very busy and varied environment. 


METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY West forkshire 
MPLOYER 


Directorate of Social Services 


Real Jobs for Disabled People 


Salary will be around £12,000 per annum. 

Please write with cv, by 7 March 1989, quoting reference 
562/DN, to Doug Green, Personnel & Welfare Executive, 
LWT, South Bank Television Centre, London SE1 SLT. 

We expect a large response to this advertisement and, 
therefore, may not be able to respond to all candidates. If you 
do not hear by 13 March 1989 you should assume that you 
have not been successful on this occasion. 

LWT is an equal opportunity employer and positively 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 


KIRKLEES OPERATES AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICY 
FULL DETAILS OF WHICH WILL BE SUPPLIED TO ALL APPLICANTS 


WORKING OFFICER 
Scale 5 (£9,474—£10,407) 


Kirklees Worklink is the most successful Employment Service for Disabled 
People in the North of England providing help, support and training to enable 
people with disabilities to work. In the last 2'/2 years people have secured 
over 300 jobs, can you help us to make it 500? 

You must have the ability to market the service to prospective employers 
principally within the private sector. This requires good liaison and 
negotiating skills and an innovative approach to problem solving. Empathy 
towards people with a wide variety of disabilities is essential. Experience in 
counselling, vocational guidance and group work is desirable. Adaptability 
and resilience are key qualities for this post. 

The successful candidate must be able to work on his/her own initiative, 
manage a caseload of 30-50 customers and help them to bargain effectively to 
secure appropriate employment. 

Only disabled people need apply as this post is being advertised under the 
provisions of the Disabled Persons Employment Act. 

Allapplicants must be able to demonstrate a good understanding and 
willingness to work with the Authority Equal Opportunities Policies. An 
ability to work with a mixed racial group is essential. 

As Black people are under represented within the staff/team we particularly 
wish to receive applications from Black disabled people. Section 38(1)B of 
the Race Relations Act applies. 

For application form and further information please 

contact the Director of Social Services, Oldgate 

House, 2 Oldgate, Huddersfield. Tel: Huddersfield 

(0484) 22133 ext 2417 to whom completed forms 

should be returned by 1 0th march 1989. 


on Inverness (0463) 234939. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beeches. Sleeps up to 6. Details C Hodg- 
son (0924) 454300. 


Holiday in Surrey — woodland, heath, 
attractive towns, canal trips, all nearby. 
We are purpose-built for wheelchairs. 
Shower, bath etc have grab rails. No 
steps. Large accessible garden. B/B evg 
meal from £17.50. Car essential. Au- 
dobon House, 73 Lodge Hill Road, Far- 
nham GU10 3RB. Phone (0252) 715589 
or 724386. 


The Cornish Spastics Society, Varcoe 
House Holiday Flats. Two well- 
equipped, self-catering flats, to sleep 5 to 
6, adapted for disabled people. Level ac- 
cess to flats and nearby sandy beach. Am- 
ple parking. Seasonal price range, to cov- 
er maintenance only, £60 — £75 per week. 
Details from Mr Elliott, 3 Bosvean Gar- 
dens, Illogan, Nr Redruth, Cornwall 
TRI6 4DH. Tel: (0209) 218650. 


Holidays continued page 19. 


DRIBBLE BIBS: es 

(Press stud —- Detachable er) 
for SWEATSHIRTS (matching trousers 
available), WATERPROOF APRONS and 


FEEDING BIBS. Made to Measure — Details 
0777 860206 


LAMBETH 


SERVICES WELL WORTH DEFENDING 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S OFFICE 


Community Affairs Committee 


Accountant 
£15,762-£17,001 pa inc. 


Responsible for financial advice to the 
Community Affairs Division of the Chief Executive's 
Office, although reporting to the Director of Finance. 
Candidates should have experience in revenue and 
capital budgeting, final accounts and financial control 

and administration. In particular, experience in dealing 
with the voluntary organisations and their accounts is 
required. 

Given the nature of the workforce and the 
under-representation of black people, women and 
disabled people, applicants from these groups are 

positively welcomed for this post. This post is covered by 
Section 38(1)(b) of the Race Relations Act 1976 and 
Section 48(1)(b) of the Sex Discrimination Act, 1975. 
Ref. F51.* 


Application forms and further details are 
available from the Directorate of Finance, London 
Borough of Lambeth, Olive Morris House, 18 Brixton 
Hill, London SW2. Tel: 01-274 7722 ext 2534. 


GRAEAE THEATRE COMPANY 
N / REQUIRE FOR FORTHCOMING 
Community/TIE Project: 
4 Performers/workshop leaders. Stage Manager. Director. Designer. 
Also required: 4 workshop leaders for summer project. Development worker/ 
workshop leader for Amateur Graeae. One day per week. 
We are seeking disabled people to fill these posts. Please apply to Graeae, The 
Diorama, 14 Peto Place, London NW1 4LH. 
Graeae is an /TC/Equity company and an equal opportunities employer. 


FINANCE 


Temp Snr. Accountant 
(up to 12 months) 
£14,178-£15,417 pa inc. 


The Senior Accountant is responsible for 
provision of financial advice and information to 
committees. of the Council. 


"Ri Ce 
LET US TRY AND HELP 


IS NOT JUST A POLICY STATEMENT 


co‘ 


OUR COMMITMENT TO 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


Ww e put people first. In Southwark, equality of opportunity 
in employment is a reality in practice, and not simply a 


paper commitment. 


We do not discriminate on grounds of race, age, ethnic 
origin, disability, sexual orientation or domestic circumstances. 
The promotion and training of staff we employ follows the 
same policy 

Allour vacancies are compiled in a weekly list so that 
we can reach as many members of the Suen as possible. 


The list is freely available by calling the Recruitment Section on 
01-701 2870 or 708 1954 (24 hour answerphone) or returning 


the coupon below to the Personnel Officer, London Borough of : 


Southwark, 25 Commercial Way, London SE15 6DG. 


Please send me details of employment opportunities in the 
London Borough of Southwark. 


Name 
Address 


SOUTHWARK | 
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YOU FIND A PARTNER 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 
There are gentlemen in abundance! 
All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
AROMATHERAPY, REFLEXOLOGY 
toimprove health, help stress, tension, 
depression and many other problems 


For free consultation phone 


01-203 6944 


Can anyone help? 

We would like to continue 
offering Disability Now on 
disc to disabled people 
who cannot hold the news- 
paper. The home com- 
puters involved are the 
BBC PC and PCW. If you 
can help with a _ very 
worthwhile project, please 
contact Greg, Tel: (02407) 
423): 


RESEARCHER 

REQUIRED 
FOR GRAEAE Theatre Company, Britain’s 
only professional company of Disabled per- 
formers. We are looking for someone to in- 
vestigate the current provision of writing 
facilities available to Disabled people. The 
contract is for three months work spread 
over a six month period. Fee negotiable de- 
pending on experience. We are seeking a 
Disabled person to fill this post. 
For a job description please contact: The 
Administrator, Graeae Theatre Company, 
The Diorama, 18 Park Square East, London 
NW1. Tel: 01-935 5588. 


Experience of computerised accounting 
systems in a large organisation and knowledge of local 
authority accounting practice is essential. An 
understanding of and a positive commitment to the 
Council's Equal Opportunity Policy and willingness to 
play an active part in its implementation. 

Given the make-up of our workforce and the 
under representation of black people and women, 
applicants from these disadvantaged groups are 
positively encouraged to apply for this post. This post is 
covered by Section 38(1)(b) of the Race Relations Act 
1976 and Section 48(1)(d) of the Sex Discrimination Act 
1975, Ref. F2.* 


Closing date: 10th March 1989, 


Housing Benefits Group 


Manager 
£15,762-£17,001 pa inc. 


You will be required to manage our Control 
Section dealing with overpayments, payments and 
monitoring. You need experience of supervising in a 
multi-racial area using an on-line Computer System, 
identifying system errors. The ability to liaise with 
other sections and an understanding of the problems 
faced by disadvantaged groups is essential. 
Given the nature of the workforce and the 
under-representation of black people, women and 
disabled people, applicants from these groups are 
positively welcomed for this post. This post is covered by 
Section 38(1)(b) of the Race Relations Act 1976 and 
Section 48(1)(d) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975. 
Ref. F52.* 

Application forms and further details are available from 
the Directorate of Finance, London Borough of Lambeth, 
Olive Morris House, 18 Brixton Hill, London SW2. 
Tel: 01-274 7722 ext. 2534. 


HOW TO APPLY 


Please ensure you apply to the appropriate Directorate as 
indicated at the end of each section. 


Always quote the appropriate reference number. 
*Post suitable for job sharing. 


Closing dates for all posts 3rd March 1989 unless otherwise 
indicated. 


As part of the Council’s equal opportunity employment 
policy applications are invited from people regardless of 
race, creed, nationality, disability, age, sex, or 
responsibility for children or dependants and from 
lesbians and gay men. 


| HOLIDAYS 


Activity and boating holidays for fami- 
lies or groups of disabled people. Self 
catering accommodation in attractive A- 
frame cabins. For further details contact 
Queen Elizabeth Activities Centre, Py- 
lands Lane, Upper Hamble Country 
Park, Bursledon, Hampshire, tel: (042 
121) 4844 (office hours). 


Tanners Hatch Youth Hostel, con- 
servation week for disabled people — 13- 
19 August 1989. Suitable for disabled but 
not wheelchair users. Based at Dorking, 
Surrey. Tel: (0372) 52528. Cost from 
£51.00. 


Bronte countryside, W. Yorks. Fully 
adapted bungalow, spacious rooms, 
ramp, level access, Parker bath etc. For 
details phone Margaret Rhodes on 
(0535) 44221. 


Holiday house in Argyll to let, suitable 
for wheelchair users. Sleeps 8. Available 
August. Contact Miss Stroyan, Cala-Na- 
Sith, Duror, Argyll, tel: (063 174) 233. 


Sunny Tenerife, Los Cristianos. As fea- 
tured on TV and radio, the beautiful 
“Mar y Sol” Health and Fitness Resort. 
Purpose- built, totally  wheelchair- 
accessible. Swimming pools, saunas, 
gymnasium, physiotherapy. Apartments 
for rent or ownership. I can arrange your 
flights too! “BRILLIANT ... AMAZ- 
ING!” says BBC TV’s The Travel Show: 
Come, see for yourself! Specially adapted 
taxi service from Tenerife airport. Video 
(£15 refundable deposit) brochure: Lyn- 
ne James, 7 Overpool Road, Ellesmere 
Port L66 1JW. Tel: 051-339 5316. 


Will access be easy? Are the rooms big 
enough? Is there a lift? For a trouble-free 
holiday with all the family try 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL. 
a discreetly adapted manor house set in 
acres of beautiful grounds. 22 bedrooms 
— centrally heated throughout — licensed 
bars — free use of wheelchairs and other 
aids — mini-bus — half or full board. Tel: 
(051841) 324... or write to The Manager, 
Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel, Ashwell- 
thorpe, Norwich NR16 1EX. 


7 CAN’ 


INVALID CHILDREN’S 
AYO IN ATE ONIW TT Ob 


Advertise in DN... 

. and reach over 80,000 
people for just £2 a line (mini- 
mum £8). Please don’t send 
money with your ad — we will 


invoice you after it goes in. 
Find a Friend is free, and all 
ads are free to members of 
The Spastics Society and 
affiliated groups. Phone 01- 
636 5020 ext 245. 


Voyager 3-wheeler Scooter, condition as 
new. Cost £1,399 July ’88, owner hospi- 
talised August. Receipt available. Will 
accept £1,100 ono. Tel: (0296) 85610 
mornings/evenings (Aylesbury). 


Orthokinetics motorised _ rising 
armchair. Motorised reclining back and 
foot rest. Neutral colour. As new cost 
£1,300. Will sell for £800. Hampshire 
(0962) 63253 evenings. 


Vauxhall Astra 1600 automatic 1983 5- 
door saloon. 60,000 miles. Power steer- 
ing. Reselco hand controls. £2,000 ono. 
Tel: 01-381 1227. 


Electric wheelchair vgc. BEC KC 40, 
only 2 years old. 2 new batteries and char- 
ger plus kerb climber. £150 ono. Tel: 
Essex (0268) 684497. 


Elva de luxe 3-wheeled battery powered 
special scooter, with lights, basket, cover, 
rider’s cape and charger. Cost £1237 
new, travelled less than 15 miles, offered 
at £900 ono, buyer collects basis. Tel: 
Dersingham (0485) 40625. 


BEC Superscooter. Excellent condition 
with new batteries. £500. Tel: 01-546 
1676. 


Levo wheelchair in excellent condition 
with raise and lower facility. Cost £2,500 
new, offers to Huddersfield (0484) 
510760. 


Alvemo 400 wheelchair, as new, with 
accessories. Cost £700 — will take £550 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Salary: £7,000 — £8 000 
depending on age and experience. 


ICAN is a nationwide charity caring for the needs of disabled children and 
young adults. We require an administrative assistant to work as part of the 
team on our First Chance Project. 

The ability to type accurately is more important than speed. Candidates 
should have some knowledge of computers, be able to work on their own 
initiative, take minutes and deal with enquiries on the telephone. We hope to 
hold interviews towards the end of March. We particularly welcome applica- 
tions from disabled people and black people as they are under-represented 
at this level. This post is covered by Section 38(1)(b) of the Race Relations 
Act 1976. 


For further information and an application form contact: 
Reg McLaughlin, First Chance Centre, 

87 Masbro Road, London W14 OLR. 

Telephone: 01-603 7481. 


Publicity Assistant 


Starting salary £11,058 
Including ILW 


The Spastics Society is looking for a Publicity Assistant to join an 
established Press and Publicity team. 


This is an excellent opportunity to assist in the production of a 
wide range of publicity material including leaflets, brochures, 
audio-visual presentations, exhibitions and advertising — often 
working to tight deadlines. 


Good administrative skills are essential, though opportunities exist 
to take the initiative and show creative talent, especially through 
Society Newsletter, the quarterly paper for 3500 staff nationwide. 


We should like to hear from people who are well-organised, 
communicative, and who can demonstrate a positive interest In 
publicity work. Relevant experience is essential. 


For an informal discussion and/or application form call 
Neil Johns on 01-636 5020. Closing date is Monday I3 
March. Interviews will be held on Thursday 16 March. 


THE SPASTICS SCCIETY 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


ono. Tel: Miss Sparks (0704) 43715 
(Southport). 


We have several part-exchanged electric 
wheelchairs, scooters and battery 
cars very cheap, because we need the 
space. Buckingham Mobility Centre 
(0280) 816808. 


Vauxhall Cavalier 1600L, saloon, auto- 
matic, PAS, silver/blue metallic, August 
1985, 16,000 miles, joy-stick steering for 
use with left hand, Feeny & Johnson 
vacuum brake and accelerator for use 
with right hand, electronic front win- 
dows, £12,000 ono. Phone: Oxford 
(0865) 772519. 


Electric wheelchairs/scooters/ 
battery cars. All makes, models wanted 
and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and col- 
lections. Free advice. All areas. Contact 
Mr Gibbon. Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime. 


Brotherwood Conversions have for 
sale a range of second hand converted 
vehicles for transporting the wheelchair 
bound, from £3,500. For a detailed list 
please phone (0935) 872603 or send 
SAE, Brotherwood Conversions, Station 
Garage, Yetminster, Sherborne, Dorset 
DT9 6LH. 


Ford Escort 1.6L automatic, 1984 A- 
reg, adapted hand controls including left- 
hand accelerator/brake and right-hand 
parking brake. £2,400. Tel: Hove (0273) 
202721. 


Horizon BEC 80K electric wheelchair 
with dry batteries and charger, with joys- 
tick. Virtually brand new, £1,000 ono. Tel 
Mrs Gladwin, Folkestone (0303) 
277497. 


Ford Escort 1.3L Automatic (V Reg). 
Excellent condition. Power steering, ser- 
vo brakes with F & J hand controls, left or 
right foot accelerator. £1,100 ono. Paul 
Finn, tel: Ascot (0990) 20191. 


Batrichair hardly used. Over £1,000 
new, £400 ono. Also BEC Scoota, less 
than one year old, £400 ono. Tel: Basil- 
don (0268) 554564 after 7pm. 


WANTED 


Co-ordinator, Arts and Disability. 16 
hours, £3,859 pa. Studio 3, a young peo- 
ple’s arts group in Barking and 
Dagenham are currently developing their 
work in arts and disability. A worker is 
required for an initial one year contract to 
work alongside established groups to 
organise and co-ordinate a “Celebration 
Day” promoting arts for disabled people. 
Knowledge and interest of arts and dis- 
ability is essential. We actively encourage 
disabled people to apply. Contact: Studio 
3, c/o VSA, 383 Heathway, Dagenham, 
Essex RM9 5AG, tel: 01-593 7586. 
Closing date Monday 27 March. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertiser before relying on them. 


If you would like DN on 
tape contact Gayle Mooney 
on 01-636 5020 ext 244. 


CLASSIFIED 19 


NORTH WEST SHAPE 
DIRECTOR 


SALARY £11,934 
We require a highly experienced and talented person to take responsibility for 
this rapidly developing arts organisation. Previous experience in a voluntary 
sector arts environment at a high level is essential, as is an awareness of the 
disabled people’s movement. Full understanding of financial issues at all levels 
from bookeeping to budget control and the ability to head a team of highly 
committed staff are also essential requirements of this demanding post. 
We would particularly like to encourage applications from disabled people. 
Closing date for completed applications Thursday 23rd March. 


Further details from: North West Shape, Behind Shawgrove School, 
Cavendish Road, Manchester M20 8JR. Tel: 061-434 8666 


We are taking positive action 
on disability 


CLERKENWELL 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 


Advice Worker 
Full-time Post 


This postis only available to applicants with disabilities 
Fullin-service training provided 


As part of our positive action approach to Equal Opportunities we have 
designated this generalist advice worker post for a person with a disability. 

You will be part of a team serving a diverse community, dealing with the 
whole range of enquiries, but offering a high level of practical support to 
clients on social security and housing problems in particular. 

No previous advice work experience is required, but you should have 
some experience of dealing with people — whether in a previous job or ina 
spare time capacity. A commitment to Equal Opportunities and to Anti- 
Racism is essential. 


Salary: £11058 — £13059. Closing date: Friday 17 March 1989 


For further details and an application form please send a LARGE 
addressed envelope (no stamp) marked N13 to Tracy Winstone, 
GLCABS, 136-144 City Road, London EC1V 2QN. 


As an Equal Opportunity employer, GLCABS wishes to encourage 
positively all applications regardless of disability, race, sex, sexual 
orientation, marital status or creed. 


ARTS ORGANISATIONS! 

Are you planning a 

major one-off event? 

Do you need to improve access 
and facilities for disabled people? 
Would you like in-house training 


in disability issues? 


Greater London Arts can provide grants in these areas — here’s 
how it works: 


MAJOR ONE-OFF EVENTS — 


those of regional significance involving a wide range of people from 
all over London, events which have not previously taken place in 
London and which contribute significantly to London’s cultural life 
will be considered. 

Deadlines: 29 May and 23 October. 


PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES — 

small capital grants are available to arts organisations for improve- 
ments in physical access and facilities for disabled people in the 
arts. Grants are also available for in-house training in disability 
issues for arts organisation staff. 

Deadlines: 17 April and 1 October 


Full details and application forms from: Grants Unit, Greater 
London Arts, 9 White Lion Street, London Ni 9PD. Please 
quote ref: DNG. 


Greater London Arts welcomes applications from all sections of the community 
irrespective of an individual's sex, race, colour, ethnic or national origin, marital sta- 
tus, sexual orientation, disabilities, age, political or religious belief or responsibility for 
dependents. 


‘OPEN ACCESS’ TO JOBS 


As the largest City Council in the country and by far the biggest 
employer in Birmingham, we employ over 50,000 people, and 
regularly have a number of vacancies of all types and at all 
levels — manual, craft, office, technical and managenial. 

The present make-up of our workforce does not reflect the 
community it serves. In order to help us change this, we 
particularly welcome more job applications from women and 
men with disabilities, who are under-represented in many areas 
of work. 

Interested? . .. then make sure you see our weekly Jobs Bulletin 
which lists all of our current vacancies. It can be seen at all Job 
Centres and Neighbourhood Offices in Birmingham. Selected 
vacancies also appear in every Thursday's Birmingham Evening 
Mail. If you live outside the City, you can obtain this week’s Jobs 
Bulletin by ‘phoning 021-235 3852 during office hours. 


8 Birmingham City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. 


Job Sharers welcome. 
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20 NEWS?PRS@ 0 Eee 


TUC equality campaign 


The Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) are to produce a Bill of 
Rights, outlining disabled peo- 
ple’s rights to equal opportunities 
at work. 

They hope to introduce it into 


Bill of Rights as priorities for the 
year. 

Ken Gill, MSF’s general 
secretary, reminded members of 
the TUC’s motto: “an injury to 
one is an injury to all.” He re- 


marked on its particular rele- 
vance for disabled people. 
Trevor Mawer, TUC assistant 
The Bill is part of the TUC’s secretary, argued that it is vital to 
year of equal opportunities for put pressure on parliament. 
all, including women, racial ‘There is a race relations act, a 
minorities, young people and sex discrimination act, but no- 
people with disabilities. thing comparable or so compre- 
One union in particular, the hensive relating to disabled peo- 
Manufacturing, Science and Fi- _ ple,” he said. 
nance union (MSF), has set The TUC have been holding 
down a list of aims for 1989. It talks with the all-party disable- 
sees training, advice, access, ment group, including MPs Alf - 
raising awareness, canvassing for Morris and Jack Ashley, and with 
membership amongst disabled — sympathisers from the House of 
people and supporting the TUC Lords. 


parliament next autumn through 
a private member’s bill or under 
the ten minute rule. 


Mislaid your DN invoice? 
New reader? 
Please use this form. 


(Quote reference number from label if possible) 


Disability Now 
is the paper for news, views, arts, sports, 
fashion, jobs, equipment and sharing problems. 


The traditional medical 
approach to disability is inadequ- 
ate, inflexible and causes un- 
necessary depression and dis- 
tress to people with physical dis- 
abilities. 

This is one of the main find- 
ings of a report by the British 
Psychological Society, the first of 
its kind in Britain, into the mental 
health aspects of disability, to be 
published this summer. 

The draft summary of the re- 
port, says the medical profes- 
sion’s focus on impairment is: 
“negative and devaluing, im- 
plying that disability is a tragic 
loss. 

“Yet many people with disabi- 
lities believe the impairment is 

I _ not the main cause of their dis- 
| tress. Rather, it results from 
being put in an unnecessarily 
| passive, powerless and depen- 
dent role.” 
, | Dr Louise Wallace, chair of 
| the report’s working party, says 
| 
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MEMBER OF THE AUOIT 
BUSAY OF CRGUATIONS 


Joe Graham and tea-room staff at the Mariners Hotel in Rye, Sussex, celebrate the expansion into 
tourist rooms and anew hostel for people with learning difficulties. 


saying that they are not inevit- 
able?” 

The report calls for a new 
medical approach involving dis- 
abled people in planning their 
own services, which must be 
flexible and properly financed. 

At the moment mental health 
problems are caused by the lack 
of co-ordination between ser- 
vices and their failure to help 
with changes in lifestyle. 

The report states: “Far greater 
attention must be given to 
empowering people with disabi- 
lities to act as experts on aspects 
of their problems, to enhance 
their ability to take informed de- 
cisions and learn strategies for 
self-management.” 

It endorses the recommenda- 
tions of a report from the Prince 
of Wales Advisory Group on 
Disability in 1985, that all ser- 
vices adopt six key principles: 

* choice about living options 
* consultation with consumers 


Powered By 


MAIL ON SUNDAY 


Medical approach “causes depression” 


* information to disabled people 
and families 

* participation in community 
and national life based on equal 
opportunities in access, housing, 
employment, education, mobility 
and leisure 

* recognition of the shortcom- 
ings of the medical model 

* autonomy in personal 
decision-making. 

Labour MP David Blunkett, 
who is blind, says in a preface to 
the report: “Expecting people to 
be grateful for whatever they re- 
ceive, or whatever options are put 
before them, is unacceptable. 
Too often, the concentratien on 
the repair of the body neglects 
the emotional crisis within.” 

The final report will be sent to 
all MPs, health districts and dis- 
ability organisations. 


Psychology and Physical Disability. 


Report from the British Psychologic- 
al Society, tel: (0533) 549568. 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 


THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 
PORTABLE 


lifts from floor 
to chair or bed 


AND THE MANGA 


ASS == 


bathroom 
BOOSTER BUG! 


as 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 


Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 


Disability Now March 1989 


